FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER 2004 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:

Cllrs Mrs Newcombe, Chairman, 
Cllrs Mrs C Driver, P Hughes, S Sach
Cllrs G Veitch and W Chapman (in attendance)

Cllr O A Vile (arrived 8.10pm)
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway, 
One member of the public
397/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr I Milne
398/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 24th November were signed as a true record.

The Minutes of the 1st December 2004 were amended to add Cllr Mrs Drivers name to attendees and then signed as a true record.
399/2004. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 359/2004 – 166 Nine Mile Ride

Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that this application will be listed on a future Development Control agenda.
Min No: 360/2004 – Unlawful car selling – 68 Barkham Ride 
The Clerk has been informed by Richard Lettin that the owner now has until 20 December 2004 to respond to a Planning Contravention Notice.
Min No: 362/2004 – F/2004/3184 – Yellow Brick Nursery
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported she had spoken on this application at the recent Development control meeting and that Cllr Weeks proposed a suitable colour scheme and landscaping will be discussed with the owners and approval will be granted, subject to these conditions being met.  The signage was not subject to planning but to Highway regulations.  The committee AGREED this matter be referred to the Roads and Road Safety Committee.
Min No: 368/2004 – 10 Talisman Close: F/2004/3253
The objections to this application were sent to WDC
Min No: 369 - Settlement Boundary
The committee’s response was sent to Diane McGloin for deadline on 10th December 2004 and has been acknowledged.  Cllr Milne has downloaded the map from the WDC website which shows the original and proposed changes to the boundary and, overall, the proposed changes appear favourable to the parish council.  The committee AGREED this was extremely useful and thanked Cllr Milne for his efforts in obtaining the map.  The Clerk was asked to ascertain from WDC if a large size original map is available.
400/2004. CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications were considered as at Appendix A.

401/2004. DECISIONS
Decisions were reported as at Appendix B.
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402/2004. APPEALS
None received

403/2004. TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 
None received
404/2004. CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

· Street Naming and Numbering

Wishing Well Cottage (was Partney), The Ridges

· 166 Nine Mile Ride – further letters and emails of objection

· The Greyhound pub, Longwater Road, Finchampstead – Transfer Application of Licence to Matthew Cruikshank
· WDC – Telecommunications Register listing existing masts.  The parish council is asked to make comments and the committee AGREED that the Clerk should respond and ask why the possibility of mast sharing is not more widespread among the mobile phone companies.
· SPISE News 42 issues – Cllr Newcombe noted a half day workshop will be held on Friday 18th February in the Reading Area.  The Clerk is to ask for further details.  A copy of the Newsletter is to be passed to Cllr Milne.
· WDC – Planning Applications (yellow list) – 
· WDC – Dev Control Agendas for 1st & 15th December
· WDC – Consultation Exer4cise or Proposed Revisions to Planning Enforcement Policy – Cllr Mrs Newcombe will read and report to the next committee meeting.

The committee further discussed the future action for ‘Village Statements’ as requested by the Main Council.  It was AGREED that the parish naturally had two distinct areas:

South - being centred on, but not limited to, The Village 

and

North – around the California Crossroads to the northern boundaries.

It was further AGREED that it appears that the Finchampstead Society were keen to progress a ‘Statement’ for The Village and it would be useful to set up a meeting to discuss mutual ideas.

The Clerk informed the committee that Sarah Ward of the Community Council of Berkshire has accepted an invitation to speak to the council at the February meeting to discuss SEEDA and this should provide useful information for the Village Statement too.  The Clerk was asked to invite representatives of the Finchampstead Society to the talk as a preliminary step.
405/2004. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS - 
Tuesday 11th January 2005,     Wednesday 26th January 2005,     Thursday 17th February 2005
All at 8.00pm, California Ratepayers Hall

The meeting closed at 9.24pm
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