


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ROADS AND ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.20PM ON WEDNESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2003 IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, FINCHAMPSTEAD MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy (Chairman)


Cllrs W Chapman, O A Vile,



E Cox, S Weeks



I Milne



The Clerk – Mrs C Cole

359/2003. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs S Jackson.
360/2003. CONSIDERATION TO CO-OPT CLLR MILNE ONTO THE COMMITTEE 

Cllr Chapman proposed that Cllr Milne is co-opted onto this Committee, seconded by Cllr Vile.  AGREED.
361/2003. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 September 2003 were signed as a true record.

362/2003. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No.256/2003 - Post Box on Fleet Hill
The Clerk had informed Royal Mail of the Parish Council’s views that a larger box should be placed at Park View Motors in the Village to replace the existing one on Fleet Hill.  It was acknowledged that Park View Motors disagree with this.  Nothing further has yet happened so the Clerk will make further enquiries. 

Min No.257/2003 - A321Sandhurst Road Speed Repeater signs

A letter has been sent in response to the alteration of the speed limit with a request for repeater signs to be installed at the same time.  The speed limit is changing in January 2004 and it was felt that this should be done as a matter of course.  It was agreed to monitor the situation.  The Committee acknowledged that it had previously agreed to offer to pay for repeater signs if necessary

Min No.257/2003 – War Memorial junction
A letter had been received from the Highways section, WDC confirming that S.106 agreement funding should be forthcoming from the North Court development.  The Clerk was asked to respond to reinforce the Parish Council’s view that the money set aside for road improvements should benefit roads in the immediate vicinity of the War Memorial.  It was also reported that an advert direction sign for North Court had been affixed to the road sign on Memorial site and should be removed.

Min No.257/2003 and 263/2003 - Road Accident Statistics
The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the District Council voicing the Parish Council’s concern about the cut in funding of £7000 from the Nine Mile Ride Primary School’s Safer Routes to School budget.

Min No.257/2003 – Dirty Road Signs 

The Clerk was asked to instruct the Litter Warden to clean the road signs at the Park Lane/Nine Mile Ride junction.
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Min No. 260/2003 – SIDs and Speed Restrictions in the Parish
Cllr Cox read out recently published statistics on the use of SID and VAS highlighting the District Council’s intention to finance the use of more SIDs. A decision is to be made at the next meeting of the Highways Board, WDC on 16 December 2003, which Cllr Weeks hopes to attend.  The Clerk has sent a letter to the District Council requesting that SID is used annually around specific roads in the Parish.

Min No.261/2003 - Highways Design Document
Cllr Cundy has sent a request for specific designs.

Min No.263/2003 – Hogwood Industrial Estate Signs

The signs have now been ordered and will hopefully be installed and invoiced for the end of the financial year. 

Min No.263/2003 - Street Care Invitation
The Clerk will request that this meeting takes place on Thursday 22 January 2004 at 1.45pm, to be attended by Cllrs Cox, Weeks and Cundy. 
Min No.263/2003 - Quiet Lane Scheme
The Clerk’s letter has been acknowledged.

Min No.263/2003 - S.106 Agreement for development at Tintagel Farm, Sandhurst Road
The District Council has confirmed that it is intended to use the S.106 money for speed reduction measures along A321 Sandhurst Rd.

363/2003. CONSIDERATION OF THIS COMMITTEE’S PRECEPT REQUIREMENT FOR 2004/2005
It was acknowledged that there had been minimal expenditure from the Committee’s budget this year although it is anticipated that £600 - £700 will be spent before the end of the financial year on the ordered Hogwood Industrial Estate signs.

Members felt that the budget should be set in order to allow the Committee to be reactive about road matters if they so choose, where funding is not forthcoming from the District Council.  After discussion, it was agreed that anticipated expenditure is likely to cover provision of extra road signs and the use of SID on a regular basis in the Parish.

Cllr Weeks then proposed that the precept remains the same as this year, at £6000 for 2004/2005, seconded by Cllr Cox.  Cllr Weeks also proposed that the Parish Council’s street lighting budget of £1300 is taken on by the Roads Committee, therefore bringing the precept requirement for this Committee for 2004/2005 up to £7300, seconded by Cllr Chapman.  Both proposals were AGREED.

364/2003. UPDATE ON ROAD MONITORING

The road schedule as at Appendix A was reviewed and it was agreed to include the following matters:

Cllr Weeks reported a pothole in Jubilee Road about 16 meters up towards the Memorial, which was marked but has worn off and the hole has sunk again. 
Cllr Chapman reported a pothole outside Larchwood, White Horse Lane and also that the road down from the top of the hill in White Horse Lane has worn badly.

Commonfield Lane and Lower Sandhurst Road (from Dell Road to Cricket Hill) – a ditches have been dug out and the spoil left on the side causing narrowness of the road.
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Cllr Vile reported that Kiln Ride is still in a bad state but it is due to be resurfaced soon.

Cllr Cox reported that the current bad weather has brought more mud onto the A321 Sandhurst Road from lorries leaving Woodcray Manor Golf Course.

Cllr Weeks reported that the white lines have worn away at the junction of roads in Longwater Lane and a recent accident occurred there.

It was agreed to include an agenda item in the New Year, to review the allocation of areas on the Parish road map for the monitoring of roads by this Committee.
365/2003. CORRESPONDENCE

Wokingham Times Public Notice – 30 MPHspeed reduction for Finchampstead Rd from Washington Gardens to The Dittons and also Woodside Close to its junction with Barkham Ride. 40 MPH speed restriction from The Dittons to Warren Lane.

Letter from resident in Longwater Road on speed limit enforcement was read out. The Clerk to acknowledge and express the Parish Council’s concerns quoting action taken with SID.  The development at Manor Farm may also bring road adjustments which may improve traffic speeds along this road. The Parish Council will continue to monitor and put pressure on the Highways Authority.  Cllr Weeks felt that the 30 MPH signs along this road were not large enough and proposed that the Parish Council requests larger signs with backing boards, seconded by Cllr Vile.  It was AGREED that this is requested and payment offered if lack of funding prevents this.

E Mail from Local resident on road issues around the Parish.   Cllr Cundy and the Clerk will draft a response. 

WDC – Street Cleansing frequencies. Noted
Parkman – work to be carried out to put up hazard bollards on a bend on the Reading Road, just past the junction with New Mill Road..
Highway Maintenance Management Plan - Cllr Cundy reported on the plan which gives a programme of work in adverse weather, detailing the grading of roads and action to be taken. Salting and salt bin locations are listed.  In Finchampstead they are Arnett Ave, McCarthy Way, Windsor Ride and California cross roads.
366/2003. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 25 February 2004 at 8.00pm in the California Ratepayers Hall. 
The meeting closed 22.10pm
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