FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30 PM 
ON THURSDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2006 
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 
Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman; G Markham, Vice Chairman

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs S Sach, Mrs L Vass

Cllrs E Cox, J Dewhurst, J May, I Milne, A Pearce, G Veitch,

Cllrs S Weeks, W Chapman (arr. 7.50 pm)

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway


Member of the Press and 6 members of the Public
302/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs S Hall
303/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 13TH July 2006 were signed as a true record.

304/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

229/2006 – Allotments
Cllr Markham confirmed he met Derek Wiseman of Cemex and a 2 acre piece of land can be allocated for use as allotments but probably would probably not be available for two years.  Cllr Weeks also confirmed that another 2 acre site in the Village, owned by WDC may also become available and talks are ongoing to discuss the possibility of leasing the land.  A local landowner has also come forward with an offer but this may not prove a suitable solution.
229/2006 – UKLI – SALE OF LAND

Cllr May updated the members on current activities and confirmed that UKLI have withdrawn from the purchase of further land in Finchampstead, but that 200 plots on the 26 acre site have been sold.  The Finchampstead Society has placed a large warning notice on land close to the Finchampstead site but Mr Bishop has objected to this.  Future maintenance of the sold land will prove problematical as it is unlikely that permission for any building would be granted and the new owners will be difficult to contact.
Greg Mulholland, MP is to introduce a Private Member’s Bill in the next session of Parliament to address the issue on a nationwide basis.  
The Chairman thanked Cllr May on behalf of the council for all his research and hard work which had resulted in reducing the threat to Finchampstead.
229/2006 – Finchampstead Design Statement

On Main Agenda
230/2006 – New Community Facility 
On main agenda
233/2006 - Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

Cllr Mrs Driver wrote an article in the last issue of the Finchampstead magazine and any nominations for the Queen’s Award should be forwarded to the Parish Office.
234/2006 – Grants & Donations Policy Review

To form part of the Finance Report

-99-

305/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING – The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th July, & 31st August have been distributed and the committee also met on 20th September and Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported as the minutes are not yet ready.  The committee objected to the following applications:-

396 Finchampstead Road – Retrospective application for 1.8 metre high fence on side and front boundaries - objections as being too high and out of keeping in the street scene.

8 Cricket Hill – application for 2 storey side extension – objections as over development and out of keeping.
Gorrick Wood car park (neighbouring parish) – alterations to allow access off Nine Mile Ride and construction of 18 car parking spaces.  Objections because of road safety issues due to poor sight lines at exit point.  Cllr Weeks also commented that the developer of a Crowthorne development scheme offered to help finance the car park to circumvent the current restrictions posed by the Thames Basin Heath regulations.  This offer is not applicable as the car park is some distance away from this development being in a different parish and district.
WDC has asked for comments on the proposals for future housing development and the Planning Committee will send theirs to the District Council by the 11th October 2006 deadline.  Of the 32 proposals, 20 are in Finchampstead South and 12 in Finchampstead North and range from single dwellings to large developments on the Hogwood and Woodcray Manor sites.  Copies of the comments will be circulated to all councillors.  Cllr Dewhurst requested a copy be sent to the CPRE local committee.
FINANCE – The minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2006 have been distributed and Cllr Cox further reported on the main outstanding issues.
Rides Outstanding Loans

1 Of the 1st Loan £3540 remains and the Rides Association have confirmed they will make their normal payment of £1469 in October and if this is matched by FPC the remainder owing will be £600.  It may be possible for the RCA to pay this final amount. 
2 The 2nd Loan for £4996 – first repayment due in December but if the 1st Loan is fully paid, this could be deferred for a short time.

Scouts Loan - £20K – currently no finalisation of the scheme and little likelihood of the loan being required in this financial year.

Parish Office – inclusion of a parish office in the New Community Facility is desirable and the sub committee will meet to discuss requirements of a new office and financial implications.

New Computer System – has been installed with carried forward figures and in alignment with current Committee structures.

Insurance Policy – The Review was completed and adjustments submitted to Zurich Municipal – an extra premium will be payable.

Financial Regulations – were reviewed at the July meeting and Cllr Sach’s recommendations mainly agreed.  The final draft will be approved at the October meeting.
Annual Return – UHY Hacker Young have requested further information from the Clerk (copies of all Main Council and Finance meetings for 05-06; list of S137 donations) and that the figure in Box 8 be amended to take account of the unpresented cheques for 05-06 – the figure is duly amended to £80402.  Cllr Cundy initialled the amendments on the Return which will be re-submitted by the Clerk and sent with the additional documentation.

Donations & Grants Policy 

· currently under review and will be finalised at the October meeting to allow other members to consider further and submit proposals.

· The Schools’ donations were discussed and it was agreed by the committee to alter the basis on which they are calculated.  A simplified method of granting £7 per pupil per school results in a reduction of more than £200 to the Finchampstead C of E primary school and an increase of £500 for Nine Mile Ride School.  No adjustments for statemented pupils is made under this method.
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Cllr Cundy, declaring his interest as a School Governor for both Finchampstead C of E and Gorse Ride Infant Schools, expressed his extreme disappointment with the Finance Committee’s recommendation.  This revised method appears to penalise the smaller schools and in view of the reduction in funding from the District will impact on their extra curricular activities.

Cllr Cundy proposed the Recommendation not be approved by Main Council and the matter referred back to Finance – AGREED 11 votes to 4 

Statement of Accounts
The first Quarter shows an overspend of £3K due to payments of annual items.  All other budgets show an underspend and there is a projected underspend for the year of £30K due to the Scouts (£20K), Parish Plan (£5K), Casual Elections and Roads Committee projects not substantiated.
NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£70,652.35 earning 3.85%

HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT
£41265.92
Cheque List – Appendix A AUG/SEPT 2006
August 06 – cheques signed for £6328 – approval for expenditure up to £5K was given at the July Main Council meeting but this was exceeded due to the high Rides Field Maintenance grant needed for work done in June and July and had been approved at the July Finance meeting.  APPROVED.

September 06 – cheques signed for £11964 as listed, including a fee to UHY Hacker Young; BALC for reference books; Computer software & training; August Field Maintenance - APPROVED

AMENITIES – The minutes of the meeting held on 29th August 2006 have been distributed.  Since the meeting Cllr Markham has discovered that the Scouts Project for California Park has stalled as they are investigating the possibility of using the New Community Facility.  It was AGREED the Clerk write to Jon Neville to ask for clarification of the Scouts’ intentions.
Cllr Markham further reported that the flowering baskets have proved a success over the summer and are still blooming; the operators of the Thursday Bus service confirm that no Eversley residents have taken the offer to use the service; the litter warden removed a great deal of rubbish from an encampment and WDC will be asked to collect the heavy items; the proof of the Welcome Pack has been received and, subject to colour changes, will be printed in the next few weeks; the Noticeboards will be replaced with traditional wooden boards on a rolling renewal programme, the first two being outside the St James’ Church and outside the old ‘Belmont Store’.
Cllr Markham also reported the cessation of the Mobile Library Service from the end of September as the annual cost is £80K and few use the service.  Cllr Weeks confirmed that the Residential Library service will continue to those residents unable to go to local libraries.  The Container Library service at California Ratepayers’ Hall will also continue for the foreseeable future on Wednesdays & Thursdays but it is not possible to increase this.
FOOTPATHS - The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2006 have been distributed.  During investigation of drainage problems on Bridleway 26, confusion of some of the local road names became apparent and there appear to be some errors in the Electoral Roll.  It was AGREED the Roads and Road Safety Committee investigate and report back to Main Council.

Cllr Weeks confirmed that the legal problems for the local RUPPs (Roads Used as Public Paths) have been resolved.  Roman Ride, Wick Hill, Hollybush Lane and Heath Ride will be re-designated as Restricted Byways and Kiln Ride Extension become a Byway Open to All Traffic.  
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – The minutes of the meeting held on 1st August 2006 have been distributed and Cllr Milne further reported that the District Council will be making their decisions on Speed Petitions at the next Highways meeting.
Cllr Milne also wished to discuss at Main Council the provision of lighting at Averys Car Park and it was AGREED this would be left until Councillors’ Forum.
306/2006 - OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – Cllr Markham’s report of the last meeting held on 13th September is distributed 
Multi Agency Group – Cllr Mrs Vass reported on the last meeting which was very well attended.  WDC continue to support the Group and a caretaker will be on site over the next three months to monitor problems and a new ASBO officer, Mary Clark, will also be available.  A ‘Sensitive Lettings Policy’ is now in place.

Litter – a recent Litter Pick hand taken place, new dustbins will be provided and there is a free collection service for heavy items.

The Community House is still waiting final planning permission; a new Older People’s Forum has been set up; the Youth Street Dance group have been successful and will produce a CD for fund raising and the Kids Club is also active.  50 girl volunteers will help fix and paint fencing.

Cllr Mrs Driver reported that she and the Clerk had judged the Gorse Ride In Bloom competition on 30th July and had awarded prizes for the best garden in each street, for children’s pots and agreed on 2 overall winners who had shown ingenuity in re-cycling.
Cllr Cundy, on behalf of the parish council, expressed appreciation of the support WDC is giving to promote the MAG and that the community’s children involvement is to be welcomed.

RIDES ASSOCIATION – Cllr Mrs Vass reported on the meeting held on 18th September.  The members are subdued due to the current uncertainty over their future but the Community Matters group will help the Association to draw up a new business plan.  Cllr Cundy clarified the proposed Deed of Surrender between the District and Parish Councils which will be subject to certain conditions.

The new kitchen has been installed; the fire door catches need attention and the installers will attend site to fix the problem; football membership fees have been raised in line with other facilities.  The Government’s No Smoking Policy will come into effect next year but the Brewery will help with the implications.  The next meeting is on 16th October.
Clerk’s Report 
NALC Annual Conference – Plymouth – the Clerk will not attend this year.

CPRE Report – Cllr J Dewhurst reported that the local committee are in support of the efforts being made with regard to UKLI in Finchampstead and had also discussed the implications of WDC’s Local Development Plan.

Wokingham Volunteer Centre – Cllr Mrs Hughes attended the recent meeting and advised that there is a lack of drivers for hospital trips and if anyone could volunteer they should contact the Centre.  The WVC also expressed their thanks for the financial assistance the parish council gave.

307/2006 – NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY, GORSE RIDE NORTH
Cllr Cundy reported that he, Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Vass and Mr Cox met the parish’s Solicitor on 19th September to discuss the draft Deed of Surrender.  Keith Burns and Azar Ghose,  WDC attended the latter part of the meeting and advised the parish councillors of the progress of the project.  The WDC Executive is due to meet to make a decision on the project on 28th September 2006.  The parish have already advised WDC of their requirements for the project and want these formally recognised and put on a legal footing especially that provision for the continuation of football and other hall users will be made available during the development phases.
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Plans for the facility now include provision for a separate Pavilion building which will have its own changing facilities and a social room for after match activities.  WDC are seeking funding from a variety of sources and hope that the Football Foundation will contribute substantially to this part of the project.  

Various solutions to provide reassurance for all parties were discussed and it was finally agreed that the solicitors for each side will meet separately to prepare documentation that will satisfy all parties.  When this is available it will be presented to the Parish Council for approval.  

308/2006 – STANDING ORDERS REVIEW
It was AGREED to pass this matter to the next Finance Meeting but all chairs of committee are requested to pass their comments to Cllr Cox prior to the meeting.

309/2006 – REVIEW OF MARKET TOWN HEALTH CHECK & VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
Cllr Milne confirmed that the MTHC follows on from the VDS, which has stalled.  There was a recent meeting to discuss the first draft and the next actions required to re-invigorate the project and decide on its purpose and format.

The cost implications of a community survey are considerable and this might be more easily done at a more relaxed social occasion.  Cllr Milne will continue to update Main Council on progress.

310/2006 – AWARDS FOR ALL PROJECTS
Finance Committee asked Amenities, Footpaths and Roads and Road Safety Committees to identify suitable projects that could qualify for the £10K grants and some ideas have been floated.  These will be discussed further at the next Finance meeting in October.
311/2006 – PARISH NEWSLETTER
It was AGREED that Chairs of Committees meet soon to form the Editorial sub committee to produce the next edition and Cllr Markham will arrange a suitable date.

312/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. Finchampstead Older People’s Forum – letter requesting grant for start up fund.  Next meeting 24th October 2006 2pm at St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre – pass to Finance
2. Wokingham Area Housing Society Ltd – re 15 terraced bungalows next to Finchampstead Surgery – require one new Trustee - noted
3. Thames Valley Police – Invitation to briefing in support of Neighbourhood Policing/PCSOs 6.45pm 4th October 2006 at Holdsworth Hall, Sulhamstead - noted
4. GRRA Thank you letter for funding Neighbourhood Watch signs and contribution for prizes - noted
5. WDC – Youth ‘My Life’ Project – Invitation to Chairman to presentation 7.45 pm 27th September 2006 at Rides Community Centre  Cllr Cundy will attend if possible
6. WDC – petition to HM the Queen to confer ‘Borough’ status – comments to WDC - this matter was discussed and AGREED (13 votes, 2 abstentions) that, in the opinion of the Parish Council, was an unnecessary action and the Clerk will write to WDC to inform them.
7. WDC – School Governor vacancies Gorse Ride Infant (1); Gorse Ride Junior (1) - noted
8. WDC – New Electoral Administration Act – email again esp. Gordon
9. WDC – request for information on Play areas - noted
10. WDC – Gambling Act – Draft Statement of Principles - noted
11. WDC – District Parish Conference – 7.30 pm, 19 October 2006 at Shute End – submit questions to be considered by Friday 6th October Cllr Markham will compose a question and pass to the Clerk for submission to the DP Conference
12. WDALC – next meeting 7.30 pm, 5th October 2006 at Shute End – noted
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13. WDALC – setting up Councillor Briefing sessions – first session either 31 Oct or 7 Nov – Agenda to cover Legal & Financial duties and powers of Parish Councils; the work of a modern parish council - noted
14. Extended Services/Children’s Centres - Networking Lunch – 15th Sept - noted
15. WVC – AGM 14th September – attended by Cllr Mrs Hughes
16. email from Chairman of NMR school re Averys car park lighting - noted
17. Letter containing historical information on Finchampstead
Correspondence passed to Committees

F&GP

1. Eversley Sports Association – Development Plans for Eversley 

2. Thames Valley Air Ambulance – Donation request

3. TVAP – 3 Finchampstead residents currently use facilities in M’head

4. RBS Software Solutions – letter with recommendations following installation of software
5. SSAFA – request for grant application form

AMENITIES
1. WDC – Play areas
2. J&J Cole Taxis – re Eversley residents 

3. WDC – Town & Parish Councils – provision of services

FOLDER CONTENTS – July 2006 – The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc

· SPISE information
· Berkshire County Blind Society – Invitation to Chairman to attend the AGM 4th October 2006

· Relate AGM – 18th September 2006

· CPRE – Historical Luncheon – 28th November 2006 at Basildon Park & notification of new Chairman of Berkshire branch – Dr Christina Hill

· CPRE – Voice & Fieldwork magazines

· Rural Services Review – Defra 
· Wokingham District News

· NALC – Journal September 2006

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm and re-opened at 9.40 pm

313/2006 – COUNCILLORS’ FORUM

1
Cllr Milne proposed the council discuss the provision of two street lights in Averys Car park and confirmed that the Roads Committee had been discussing the matter for some months.  


A quote for the installation was provided by WDC at a cost of £5.5 K and originally it was hoped the District share the cost with the parish council.  They have declined to make a contribution but are prepared to cover the cost for future maintenance and electricity supply.   Telling Electrical Services visited site to investigate the possibility of a cheaper alternative form of lighting but the report for wall mounted PIR lighting would prove unsuitable.


Cllr Weeks warned that extra costs to WDC may result in the institution of car parking charges.
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It was agreed that the exact siting of the lamp posts be carefully considered with regard to trees, neighbouring properties and that there should be no loss of car parking spaces.   It was also agreed that the lights should be timed to turn on and off at certain times to reduce the running costs.  The members discussed the implications of providing these lamp posts at this cost and it was AGREED (13 votes for, 2 against) to spend up to a maximum of £6K.  

2
Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that the footway between Barkham Ride and Roycroft had been barred at both ends and Cllr Weeks confirmed this was due to installation of new security lighting which is now complete.

314/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed – note error for F/P – should be Weds 29th Nov.  
Thursday 19th October 2006 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead. 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 10.05 pm
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