FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2007

AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllr R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman (left 9.20pm)



Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Newcombe




Cllrs Mrs Sach, R Black, W Chapman, E Cox,

Cllrs J May, I Milne, A Pearce




Clerk – Mrs J Holloway



4  members of the public




Jim Gallagher, Baptist Church

326/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Veitch, Mrs Driver, S Weeks, D Moore
327/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 19th July 2007 were amended on page 81 to include the name of Cllr Veitch under Footpaths Report – New Permissive Footpath; and page 83 to include the names of the Clerk and Assistant Clerk and Cllr Mrs Sach in helping at the Summer Fete on 14th July.  The minutes were then signed as a true record.  
328/2007 – CO-OPTION FOR THE VACANCY OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

Postponed until October Main Council meeting 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – 

Cllr Cundy closed the meeting at 7.46pm to allow the members of the public present to address the council on the July flooding of Mill Road/Reading Road.  The meeting re-opened at 8.02pm
329/2007 – NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE – Jim Gallagher, Baptist Church

Mr Gallagher reported that their architects have prepared final plans to show some internal changes to the building and these were shown to the members.  The project is progressing although some difficulties have arisen concerning the sale of the freehold of the land owned by WBC.  The first stage tenders are due back by the end of September and the church hope there will be a start early in 2008.  The separate house planning application was temporarily withdrawn to make changes to comply with the planning department’s advice.  Cllr Cundy advised that the £20K allowed in the 2007-08 precept will be paid in one lump sum once building work has started.  The members AGREED the Clerk will write to WBC to affirm once again its commitment to the project in its entirety and to express our dismay about the delays.
330/2007- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

268/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

Amenities and Roads committees are still to complete these sections and Finance will complete theirs as soon as possible after these sections are finished.
268/2007 – Appointment of Newsletter Working Group

The deadline for supplying copies to WBC for inclusion in their autumn distribution is 20th October.  Cllrs Cundy and Markham will meet on September 26th to finalise the copy.
268/2007 – Averys Car Park – illegal parking
to be carried forward to October meeting.
268/2007 – Averys Waste Disposal
The refuse lorry has been on site on 21st July, 18th August and next due on 22nd September.

No adverse comments have been received at the Parish Office and Cllr Black will prepare a large laminated sign for the car park to publicise the scheme more.  The Amenities committee will assess the new arrangements in early 2008. 
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268/2007 – Village Club/Scouts Group
The Trustees received an offer to purchase the land when the Scouts vacate the building. Cllr Markham reported the Trustees met informally and agreed to reply to state that until the Scouts leave the site, no further action can be taken.
268/2007 – Wokingham United Charities Trust

Cllr Veitch will attend the next Trust meeting and report to the following Main Council meeting.
271/2007 – Rides Association & Lease On Land At Gorse Ride

The Clerk has received the invoice from Clifton Ingram solicitors following the conclusion of the Deed of Surrender – see Cheque List
The Clerk has been told by Claire Denham that they have managed to make alternative arrangements for the Kids Club and will no longer need funding to cover transportation costs.  Alternative arrangements for the old hall users have been made and an announcement will be put on the Noticeboards.  The Clerk has requested an invoice from WBC for the provision of the Gorse Ride board.
272/2007 – Section 106 Monies

The Clerk contacted WBC and has been informed
· North Court had sums for highways, education, leisure/community facilities and housing. The highways funds have been allocated to the capital programme for 2007 to go to a road safety scheme, and the balance to be spent on public transport. Education funds were spent on Finchampstead Primary School, for enlarging a classroom. Leisure/community funds were spent on improvements to open space. Housing funds have been allocated to the capital programme towards a sheltered housing scheme.
· Caister's (S/429) had funds for highways only. Some of this has been spent on VAS (vehicle activated signs) along the A321 Sandhurst Rd. There appears to be a sum of £6,512.65 which could still be available. It has been allocated to the Capital Programme but not for any specific project .  Cllr Cox asked if it could be spent on a speed camera but this is not possible due to the restrictions on the placement of such devices.
· Manor Farm had an obligation to pay towards road improvements at the entrance. It was confirmed the junction has been altered.
· Sand Martins Court. There were no contributions for this site. It is a small development and the application was received before the threshold for incurring contributions was lowered to one dwelling. 
331/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meetings held on 8th & 29th August have been distributed and Cllr Mrs Newcombe asked if there were any questions on this.  Cllr Milne asked about the correspondence between the committee and WBC concerning Elms Field.  Following a discussion, Cllr Cundy requested future letters from committees to clearly state they came from the committee and not from Finchampstead Parish Council, unless the matter was referred to Main Council for decision.

The Planning Committee also met last night, 19th September and Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported:

· Pine Ridge – temporary signs removed

· New Mill Restaurant (under new ownership) – will have to apply for permission for the new marquee
· Park Lane, Meadowside – replacement dwelling for caravan - objection to
· 267 Finchampstead Road – new 5 bed, 3 story dwelling – objection to 
· Haven Cottage, Lower Wokingham Rd - extension and new detached garage - objections to the siting of the garage
The committee also wished to report to the council members the situation concerning Lambda Cottage which had been subject to a demolition order when Orchard House was built but where the elderly resident had been allowed to remain for his lifetime.  
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The dwelling remains inhabited despite the order and WBC have advised the committee that their legal department now state that ‘injunctive action is unlikely to be successful in view of the time elapse since the original order’.  
The committee are of the opinion this is very unsatisfactory and the Clerk should write to the Head of Planning to express the Parish Council’s opinion that their lack of monitoring the situation is unsatisfactory and is unacceptable.  AGREED
 
The committee had written to invite Ms Thwaites, Head of Planning, to a future planning meeting as the committee are dissatisfied with the slow response times by the department especially due to the lack of Enforcement Officers.

Wyse Hill House & Farm - Cllr Cundy declared his interest in the application for Certificate of Lawful Use for the driveway and will state his personal objections to WBC.  The Planning Committee had not been aware of any concerns at last night’s meeting and on the evidence at that time, had no reason to object to WBC.

FINANCE – Next meeting on Wednesday 10th October.  Cllr Mrs Sach reported that UHY Hacker Young have approved and returned the 2006-07 Accounts and the Notices to this effect will be placed on the noticeboards from 24th September 2007 for the statutory 14 days.  Cllr Cundy expressed the council’s thanks to Cllr Mrs Sach and the Clerk for a successful conclusion.  
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£ £98590.08 earning 4.9%
· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£ 29833.46 earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST AUG/07 & SEPT/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Cllr Mrs Sach reported the Clerk has finally received the WBC invoice for the provision of the 2 standard lights for Averys Car Park; the Clifton Ingram invoice will mean overspend of £140 (though £800 should have been accrued for the previous year).  The Clerk reported a lost cheque in August but was unable to place a stop on it due to Halifax bank rules.  Cllr Cox, as the Account Holder, arranged the stop immediately on his return from holiday but this highlights the necessity to source a different current account for the parish council and will be discussed at the next Finance meeting.  
AMENITIES  - The minutes of the meetings held on 30th August 2007 have been distributed and Cllr Markham reported 
· Allotments – on Main Agenda
· Welcome packs the Clerk has asked the school Heads to help distribute the packs and spoken to the Practice Manager at Cedar House surgery who is willing for a leaflet dispenser to be installed at the surgery.  Cllr Cundy has contacted the Finchampstead Road surgery and one of the partners will discuss the matter with their Practice Manager.  It is proving difficult to easily distribute the packs as using the Electoral Role for such purposes is unclear.  The Clerk will ask the Container Library to hold packs.
· Paddling Pool – despite the poor summer weather the pool was a successful enterprise and the earlier opening appreciated.

· 5 Year Plan – Cllr Markham has distributed his draft copy and asked members for comments.

FOOTPATHS – The next meeting is on Thursday 27th September and Cllr Chapman reported on matters arising since the last.
· Foot & Mouth Disease - Cllr Chapman checked about footpath closures following the latest dissease outbreak in Surrey.  The Countryside Service advised that Finchampstead is outside the exclusion zone and therefore it is not necessary to close any PROW.  Cllr Markham reported that the new permissive footpath across Manor Farm field appeared to be closed at the Memorial end.
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· Footpath 9 at St James Church will be closed for a day on 28th September for gas main works.

· Bridleway 11 – the landowner complained to Cllr Chapman that unknown persons had trimmed back the hedge and left thorny cuttings in the path and this could cause injury to animals or people.  Both Cllr Chapman and the Clerk have reported this to WBC and asked for the debris to be removed.  A further complaint concerning the erosion of this bridleway’s surface will be discussed at the next Footpaths meeting.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September have been distributed and Cllr Milne also reported on the informal meeting with Keith Baker, the new Executive Member for Highways.  Following the disbandment of the Highways Consultative Board, new ‘Champions’ have been appointed for clusters of parishes.  Cllr Stuart Monro is the champion for Finchampstead and attended the 11th September meeting to advise the members of the new arrangements to improve communication and to speed up the processes.
· Speed Roundels: Cllr Milne advised that The Village is one of four locations in the borough chosen to assess the success of speed roundels.  

· Sandhurst Road: the committee awaits the results of the recent speed survey to monitor the success of the VAS signs.  Cllr Milne is pressing for camera signs to be erected as the police have agreed to regular enforcement on the road using mobile equipment.  It is not possible to have a permanent speed camera due to current legislation restrictions.

· The Ridges/Wellingtonia Avenue TROs: WBC have decided to assess these two roads together and because one objection regarding The Ridges, implementation has been delayed.

332/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – no meeting to report

MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Copy of last minutes distributed.  
VILLAGE YOUTH REPORT
Copy of last minutes distributed.  Louise Morris will present a full report at the October 18th Main council meeting.
WOKINGHAM VOLUNTEER CENTRE AGM – Cllr Mrs Hughes attended on behalf of the parish council and advised the members that the Centre remains very busy and successful but have to re-locate in the near future.

CLERK’S REPORT

Annual Gathering – The Clerk is having difficulty booking a suitable date in late March 2008 at either the California or Memorial Halls, partly due to the early Easter dates.  The St James Church Centre is available on either Tuesday 25th or Wednesday 26th March and is suitable for 50-60 people.  It was AGREED to hold the gathering there on the 26th and the Clerk will book the venue.
333/2007 – FINCHAMPSTEAD WAR MEMORIAL 
Cllr Milne reported this was discussed at the recent R&RS committee meeting and referred to Main Council.  A resident’s letter had complained about the plethora of road signs close to and around the memorial.  In the past there have been discussions about moving the Memorial or changing the road priorities on improve road safety at the junction.  It was AGREED a working group to be set up to fully discuss the options and implications of any changes, Cllr Milne will arrange a meeting.

334/2007 – ALLOTMENTS – CEMEX OFFER OF SITE FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF GRAVEL EXTRACTION

Cemex have also been approached by Yateley Town Council for land and they propose handing over a total of 5 acres to be shared between Finchampstead and Yateley.  Cllr Markham recognises there may be management problems but this would be handled by an Allotment Association.  
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Any site will also be subject to the relevant planning permission being granted.  
It was AGREED that, as long as Cemex land is equally shared and the Allotment Associations Constitution rules were properly made, problems were surmountable.  The Clerk will request a formal proposal from Cemex.
335/2007 – ADOPTION OF AMENDED CODE OF CONDUCT
AGREED.  The Clerk will inform WBC.
336/2007 - Correspondence

1. Armorel Billing – thank you letter for revealing the view by the memorial

2. Clifton Ingram – Rides Lease – completion of legal work and submission of final invoice
3. 16 letters from residents (14 in Park Lane and 2 in Reading Road) expressing concern on the recent flooding in July.  The Clerk has been informed by Peter Stuart at WBC that they are willing to conduct a Flooding Road Show for affected residents at Shute End in association with the Environment Agency.  Date to be advised.
4. BALC – Workshop on ‘Local Leadership through Community Engagement & Partnership Working’

5. Mayor, WBC – Mayor’s Charity Banquet on 21st September, 7.15pm at Bearwood College in aid of the Borough’s disabled children and families.  £50 per head

6. WBC – Appointment on 10th September of Susan Lawson as Chief Executive (subject to WBC formal approval of the appointment).
7. WBC – copy of reply to Cllr Mrs Newcombe’s letter on the Planning Committee’s concerns on some B.Cllrs debating and voting on the issue of the Elms Field site.
8. Newspaper cutting on the opening of the refuse lorry service dated 1st August 2007

9. Wokingham Borough Sports Council – 2007 Award Ceremony – nominations to be submitted by 5th October 2007.

10. Berkshire West NHS – PCT Consultation on Commissioning Strategy 2008-11

11. Standards Board for England – Training DVD on revised Model Code of Conduct - £38 per copy and showings at Shute End for those interested – 6.30pm on 3rd; 4th; 9th; 11th.  RSVP

12. Berkshire Record Office – Updated list of Finchampstead Parish Council records now lodged at the Record Office.  To be held in the Parish Office.

Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE

· Grant Application Forms for 2007-08 – returned from Royal British Legion; Crowthorne Choral Society; Wokingham Job Support; Relate; Wokingham Volunteer Centre; Salvation Army; Berkshire County Blind Society
PLANNING

· Consultation – Berkshire Minerals & Waste LDF

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WBC – various agendas etc

337/2007 FORUM

· Fuel Allotment – members confirmed as Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs Hughes, Mr Chapman and Mr Black.  Cllr Mrs Hughes requested members’ help in nominating 30 residents who are living independently in the parish.  The list to be completed before the November meeting.  Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that Wokingham Lions also distribute gifts at Christmas and will donate 30 to be distributed with the parish.  It was agreed to write and thank the organisers for their generous offer.
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· Citizens Advice Bureau, Wokingham – will be moving offices but remain in the town centre.

· Cllr Cox reported on the issue of overhanging trees in Sandhurst Road.  WBC have requested felling of trees within his own property but Cllr Cox reports that several trees outside the boundary also require urgent attention, particularly before the winter season.

338/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 18th October 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm. 
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm
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