FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2008
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr Roland Cundy, Chairman, Cllr Geoff Markham Vice Chairman


Cllrs Mrs C. Driver, Mrs L. Newcombe, Mrs N. Jennings-Frisby,



Cllrs R Black, S Bromley, W Chapman, E Cox, M Macey, A Pearce



Cllrs G Veitch, I Gordon (arr. 7.45, left 8.55pm), S Weeks, (arr.7.55pm)
Mrs Jane Holloway, Clerk

369/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Cllrs J May, K Mayne, R Woof
370/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 17th July 2008, were signed as a true record.  

371/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

310/2008 – Baptist Community Centre – Project Update

The building was due to start by the beginning of September but Jim Gallagher advises that the project has been further delayed due to protracted negotiations with WBC.  The proposed new target date to start construction is 1st November 2008.  It was AGREED that the Clerk write to the Chief Executive to express the parish council’s extreme disappointment in the lack of progress and to ask the cause of the delay.  The Clerk will forward any comments from the Chief Executive and Jim Gallagher is due to attend the next meeting of Main Council on Thursday 16th October.
310/2008 – UKLI – Company Winding Up – Future of Affected Land Sold To Investors. 

no further developments.
310/2008 – Summer Fete 
Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Newcombe, Mayne and Gordon attended during the day and the Baptist Church also assisted with the stand and provided publicity material of the new Community Centre.  
311/2008 – Planning – Woodcray land sale
As yet, the Clerk has not received any response from Wokingham Town Council nor from Borough Cllrs Rob Stanton and Mike Gore.  
311/2008 – Gorse Ride Alley Clearance

WBC Waste Department, Tenants Services agreed to share the cost of clearance with the Parish Council and WBC contractors undertook the work during August.  A press release was issued and Cllrs Cundy and Pearce attended site on Friday 15th August with Cllr Weeks and officers from WBC.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Pearce again for his hard work in resolving this problem and, as part of the other local initiatives, the residents feel more positive about the area.  A single complaint, concerning damage to a neighbour’s fence, has been resolved by WBC.  Cllr Pearce also reported that the residents had helped with the newly landscaped area, following the removal of the mound in Orbit Close.  It was AGREED that these improvements were beneficial to the area.
311/2008 – Memorials for Mollie Harle and Harry Long – 
Cllr Markham will progress this matter with the FPMC.
314/2008 – California Country Park – Heritage Lottery Project
Cllr Markham will continue to monitor the progress of this project.
372/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on meetings held on 13th August (minutes distributed) & 11TH September.  The committee submitted objections to:-
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409 Finchampstead Road – Thames Basin Heath, out of keeping, increased traffic.
126 Barkham Ride – over development of site, garage in front of building.

Park Lane, Meadowside – as a designated gypsy site, no alterations to be allowed
Longwater Lane, The Paddock – the applicants attended the meeting to answer questions from the committee about the proposed development for an Alpaca Stud Farm, including a temporary mobile home.  The committee discussed the application and business plan submitted and voted on the application which was passed with a majority of 4 to 3 votes.  Cllr Cundy advised the council that he declared an interest as a resident of Longwater Lane.  He was aware of many local objectors to the plans who were unable to attend the Planning Meeting and who will now submit their objections direct to WBC.  Cllr Cundy expressed his disappointment that, in view of the close vote, the committee had not undertaken a site visit or, referred the matter to Main Council for a wider vote. 
FINANCE – Cllr Markham gave an update on matters arising since the last meeting.
· Annual Return – Annual Return returned without comments from Mazars (Fee Note on Cheque List)  Public Notices to be displayed on Noticeboards for 2 weeks.
· Bank Account Signatories – to be finalised at Finance meeting on 2nd October
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE (at 1st May 08)

£   39066.10 earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST – SEPT/08



APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Cheque List normal expenditure plus 2nd quarter for Village Youth Project; 2nd quarter Footpath Warden; External Auditor fee; Gorse Ride Alley Clearance (1/3rd of cost)
School Roll Numbers - Finchampstead CofE (111); Gorse Ride Infant (160); Gorse Ride Junior (251); Nine Mile Ride Primary (313)
The Clerk reported that the office laptop no longer functions fully and it was AGREED that an expenditure of £800 be spent on a PC replacement.  Cllr Bromley will help with its selection and set up.
Next Finance Meeting on Thursday 2nd October 2008.
AMENITIES – Meeting held on 1ST September 2008 – Minutes distributed.  Cllr Markham thanked Cllr Cundy for visiting the Skate Park at Sandhurst and Cllr Cundy reported.
Skate Park - Cllr Cundy visited the Skate Park, run by Sandhurst Town Council and was impressed with the site facilities; STC is considering an extension with the financial help of Bracknell Forest BC.  The initial cost of a 20 x 25m skate park project is approximately £80K with associated tarmacked access paths (to prevent skaters bringing mud onto the surface).  A board surface is preferable as this can be maintained more easily and regular daily supervision prevents misuse, graffiti etc.  
The Sandhurst Town Clerk reported that, after initial objections from local residents, given a suitable site, lighting, general park activity and regular supervision such a project will not cause problems but be an advantage for young people.   Cllr Cundy advised that any decision to back such a project must take the ongoing costs of Insurance and maintenance into account. 
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It was agreed this matter be referred back to the Amenities Committee but that there are only two possible sites in Finchampstead – as part of the new Sport facilities at the Baptist Community Centre or at Waverley Way.  Cllr Markham thanked Cllr Cundy for visiting the park and providing the report.
Scrub removal – The Clerk has received permission from the landowner’s agents (Simmons, Basingstoke) to prune back the vegetation and trees.  Cllrs Markham, Veitch, Weeks, Black and Pearce will arrange a suitable date.
Local Amenity Schedule – the arrangements with WBC have been completed and the new schedule will be publicised in the local press, Finchampstead Magazine and by leaflet distribution.  Cllr Black has prepared laminated signs for the noticeboards to be displayed.

Allotments – Cllr Weeks advised that Derek Wiseman has now retired from Cemex and will pass the new contact’s name to Cllr Markham.
FOOTPATHS – Meeting held on 16 September and Cllr Chapman reported as Minutes not yet completed.
Wick Hill – new designation – has been delayed by local objectors and the Clerk has requested details of the objections.
Footpath 49 – the surface is being repaired by the Blackwater Valley Partnership & WBC.

Footpath 10 – WBC do not have sufficient manpower to attend in the near future so Cllr Chapman and the Warden will put in the necessary drainage pipes to improve conditions before the winter.

Footpath Map Lecterns – The National Trust requested that the parish council remove or replace the noticeboard in Simon’s Wood.  The committee agreed to purchase a lectern style noticeboard to display a permanent A1 version of the footpaths at a cost of £700.  Main Council AGREED this is a good idea and should be extended to other points in the footpath system as it is a good use of the precept and such expenditure APPROVED.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Meeting held on 10th September 2008 and Minutes distributed.  In the absence of Cllr Mayne, Cllr Black reported that Borough Cllr Stanton attended the meeting to discuss Speeding Issues in the parish and future liaison with the FPABNAG.
Roundels – WBC conclude these provide a cost effective method to reduce speed and the committee AGREED to fund further roundels if WBC could not.  Suitable sites are Finchampstead Road, Nine Mile Ride (in the section where the repeater speed signs have been removed), 
The Village/ Finchampstead C of E School – a concerned parent attended the meeting to highlight the risks from speeding traffic through the village at school times.  The committee had agreed to investigate ways to improve the situation and Borough Cllr Stanton advised that recent changes could now allow for variable speed limits e.g. 20mph outside schools in term time.

Speed Indication Device the police have arranged more sessions for October and November and volunteers should inform Cllr Mayne.  

Cycling Strategy – the committee will develop its own strategy and intend to initiate a Safety Zone Project in Gorse Ride.  Cllr Mayne has met the two Heads and informed them of the government funding available for such projects.   
Cllr Cox advised that the dangerous trees in Sandhurst Road have now been removed by the landowner.
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373/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – next meeting Thursday 25th September and Cllr Markham will raise the outstanding issues of Memorials for Mollie Harle and Harry Long; and joint action on the SEC electrical installation check for both the hall and the Village Club.
PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON MEETING
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on meetings held on 22nd July (notes distributed) and the Planning Briefing Meeting held at Barkham Hall on 17th September 2008.  The Clerk forwarded an email attachment of the presentation documents to all parish councillors.   Cllr Mrs Newcombe noted that the Briefing Meetings have been re-instated which is welcome.  The Briefing will be discussed at the next Planning Meeting on 8th October 2008.
FABNAG REPORT

Reports of last meetings distributed.  Cllr Pearce advised that the 13 SID dates in the summer had recorded 117 speeding offences of which the majority were local residents.  The AGM is to be held on 13 October 2008 at 7.30pm in the California Ratepayers Hall and all are welcome to attend.  Barkham have decided to leave the FAB group to join with Arborfield as they have more in common and this could allow other local organizations such as the local schools to be represented.
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Cllr Pearce was not able to attend the last meeting – next date 30th September 2008.
OLDER PEOPLE’S FORUM 
Cllr Cox reported that the content of the meetings is generally interesting but few people attend and better publicity is required.
CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk decided that the SLCC Conference and the RBS training sessions would not be useful to attend.
One of the office laptops is faulty and broadband connection has become unreliable.  Cllr Bromley has offered his assistance in purchasing the necessary equipment and its installation which will be approx. £800.  This was APPROVED and Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Bromley for his help.
374/2008 – WBC CORE STRATEGY
The notes of the informal discussions (Appx A) on 2nd September were distributed by Cllr Markham and Cllr Cox, who was unable to attend, has provided his own comments (Appx B).  The Parish Council draft response was discussed in full and any final comments must be submitted to Cllr Markham by 23rd September who will finalise the document for submission to WBC deadline date – 1st October 2008.  
It was noted that the parish council can only make comments on the ‘deliverability and soundness’ of the WBC Strategy but such comments would be considered alongside it.  Cllr Weeks advised he would try to arrange a meeting with Borough Councillors to discuss the matter further but it was AGREED that this would not be necessary in view of the lack of time left before the deadline.
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375/2008 – WAR MEMORIAL – REPORT BY WORKING GROUP

Cllr Mrs Driver confirmed that the Working Group had met the family to discuss the wording of the engraving and asked the press present to note their wish for anonymity on no publicity.  The Clerk has instructed A F Jones to proceed with engraving a new piece of stone which will be inserted into the empty face of the memorial in readiness for the Memorial Sunday Service in November.
376/2008 – Correspondence List
· WBC DISTRICT PARISH CONFERENCE – 8 OCTOBER 2008 6.30 PM changed format to make proceedings more relevant and to include 3 ‘break out’ sessions – Youth Services (Cllr Cundy); Section 106 (Clerk); Highways (Cllr Mayne)

· Land Registry Form AP1 – returned for clarification, signature and return.
· Flooding Park Lane/Reading Road - Letter from Chair of Residents Action group.  It was AGREED that, as requested, the Clerk will confirm the Parish Council’s support of the residents to the Water authorities concerned in the remedial work. 
· Berkshire County Blind Society – AGM – invitation – 2nd October 2008 2.15pm

· Blackwater Valley Countryside Park – 2009 is their 25 year celebration and would like to attend any local events to publicise their achievements.   The Finchampstead Summer Fete is on 4th July next year
Correspondence passed to Committees 

Finance
· Completion of Annual Audit

· LGPS Regulations
· SEC Quotation for electrical inspection – Village Club

· HMRC – Dispensation letter

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

Forum

· Cllr Cundy reported that California Ratepayers Hall need new committee members and Cllr Mrs Jennings-Frisby agreed to join.  
· The date for the next Annual Gathering was agreed to be Wednesday 25th March 2009 at St James Centre.
· Cllrs Macey and Mrs Jennings-Frisby attended the recent BALC Training Day and found it very useful and informative.

· Cllr Black wished to thank the other councillors for the good wishes and cards following his recent illness, especially Cllrs Chapman and Bromley.

· Cllr Weeks advised that the Finchampstead Society Autumn Supper would be on 17th October in the Memorial Hall – Tickets £15 per head.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

377/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 16th October 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  Forthcoming Meetings List – revised issue distributed
Meeting closed at 9.55 pm.
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