FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 8.00PM ON WEDNESDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2003 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS
_____________________________________________________________________
PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs C Driver (Chairman)



Cllrs, E Cox, W Chapman, Mrs L Newcombe



R Cundy, J Dewhurst, G Veitch,



S Weeks, I Milne,



O A Vile, G Markham, Mrs L Vass,



Miss I Vaughan-Morgan

Cllr Chapman joined the meeting at 8.11pm
Mark Beach – Villages Youth joined the meeting at 9.45pm


The Clerk – Mrs C Cole



1 member of the press


3 members of the public

306/2003. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs G Cockroft, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs S Jackson and A Jackson.

307/2003. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 2 October 2003 were signed as a true record.

308/2003. MATTERS ARISING IN THE MINUTES

Min No.283/2003 – Rides Leases
The Clerk reported on a letter sent to Clifton Ingram solicitors from Wokingham District Council contesting the original intention to make provision to renew the head lease at the expiry of the term of the same. The Parish Council is uncertain of the District Council’s motives to exclude this clause.  The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Read of Clifton Ingram to instruct that he asks for sight of the evidence that the District Council claim to hold, indicating an original intention and to state that it is the intention of the Parish Council to renew the head lease with the inclusion of the renewal clause.  The Clerk will also check the Parish Council minutes to see if a definite intention as to renewal is stipulated when the first lease was drafted. 

Min No.283/2003 - Jubilee Tree

A tree is being ordered from the Pudding Lane nursery in Arborfield who will also plant the same.  The nursery will be consulted as to the appropriate time to plant the tree, owing to the dryness of the soil after a hot summer.
Min No.283/2003 - Dog Bin Emptying Charge

The District Council has accepted the reduced charge. 

Min No283/2003 - Parish Magazine
A couple living in Ashdale Park have been found to assist with the running of the magazine upon Mr Asteraki’s retirement.
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Cllr Mrs Driver sought approval to bring forward to 8.18pm:

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

AGREED.  The meeting then closed.

Topics discussed included the fence by the open space at Watkins Close and the loss of the 193 bus service.

The meeting re-opened at 8.34pm.

It was AGREED that the Clerk writes to Beeline bus service to press for a morning and evening service to run to and from Wokingham Railway station and to put the 144 service on earlier in the morning to coincide with train times.

2 members of the public left the meeting.

309/2003. RATIFICATION OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL’S STANDING ORDERS

The Standing Orders sub-committee had reviewed the Standing Orders and recommended alterations detailed to Councillors.  Further amendments were agreed upon as follows:

S/O No.38 – A Committee shall not have more than 4(changed from 3) new members in any one year.
S/O No.51 Estimates – Any Committee desiring to incur expenditure to be defrayed out of the rates shall not later than 1st January (changed from December)give to the Clerk a written estimate etc…
Cllr Cundy proposed that the Parish Council accepts all amendments as proposed, seconded by Cllr Weeks.  “The Standing Orders as amended in November 2003” were therefore adopted by the Parish Council.  The Clerk will provide all Councillors with an updated copy of the same.

310/2003. DISCUSSION ON PROPOSALS RELATING TO NEW LIBRARY FACILITIES IN FINCHAMPSTEAD

A report had been given on the recent meeting that took place at California Ratepayers Hall with Mr C Hamilton, Head of Libraries and Lifelong Learning, WDC and District Cllr Mrs Graddon.  Discussion took place on the proposal to supply a container library on the Ratepayers Hall for two and a half days a week at a cost of £25K for a year, which would gauge the requirement of such a facility in this Parish.
It was agreed that the Clerk responds to District Cllr Charlesworth to explore ideas on cost saving and to enquire why Arborfield Parish have this facility free of charge when this Parish would have to pay.  Cllr Vile proposed that a letter is sent to the California Association to enquire about the installation of a container library on their premises.
311/2003. REPORTS
PLANNING

Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the meeting of this committee on  16 October 2003, which commenced with a presentation from Development Control Officers from WDC.   The manager of Cala Homes also attended to discuss the Parish Council’s objection to the Manor Farm development.  A member of the public also attended in respect of a proposed barn on Lower Sandhurst Road.  Revised plans on Tintagel Farm, Sandhurst Road were turned down at the District Council’s Development Control meeting when Cllr Cox and District Cllr Stanton gave excellent representation on behalf of the Parish.  The Woodcray Manor Farm application is 
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recommended for refusal.  Cllr Cox reported that regular lorry movements continue at the site.  It was reported that theDistrict Council’s Enforcement Officer has given 28 day to 14 November, for the removal of builders materials dumped on the Former Belmont Stores frontage.  Owing to schedule problems at the District Council, the Clerk has not received any plans for consideration.  It was therefore agreed to defer the Planning Committee meeting scheduled for 6 November to Thursday 20th November 2003.

FINANCE

Cllr Cox reported on the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 2003. 
It is proposed that £15K will be transferred from reserves into the Halifax Account later on in the month, although it is anticipated that the budget will be under spent by £5 by the end of the financial year.  The Risk Assessment Sub-Committee will reconvene later in the month.  Repayments have now been received in respect of the Loans to the California Association and the Rides Association and the balance of the loan in each case was reported on.  Cllr Cox sought approval to waiver a sum from each loan, equal to the current repayment sum, in accordance with the discretionary term of each loan agreement, seconded by Cllr Mrs Vass.  AGREED.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe and Cllr Cundy had declared an interest in this matter.
Approval was also sought to pay the second half of the precepted payment to Villages Youth of £2500, proposed by Cllr Mrs Newcombe and seconded by Cllr Mrs Vass. AGREED.
Review of the Clerk’s Contract had been completed and the Clerk was asked to leave the meeting whilst this was discussed.  Recommendations were made as at Min No.301/2003 of the Finance Committee meeting and approval was proposed by Cllr Mrs Vass, seconded by Cllr Cundy.  APPROVED.

Tenders for work to the Youth Room – 4 tenders had been received and were considered as follows:

R L Ash and Sons

£1599.00 incl. VAT

On the Level Maintenance
£1490.00 + VAT

BJS Builders


£ 2350 + VAT

B Kirton Builder

£1240 +VAT

It was AGREED to accept the tender from R L Ash and Sons.  The Clerk will inform R L Ash that they have the contract and will also write to the unsuccessful tenders.

Various donations – Cllr Cox reported on the requests for funding considered at the Finance meeting and approved as at Min No.303/2003.
Cllr Cox then sought payment of the following account:


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT – END OF OCTOBER 2003
National Savings A/C



£59,801.38
Halifax Asset Reserve A/C


£29,795.54
Including payment in of:

Rides Loan repayment
£1468.75

Finches Playgroup copying
£    30.50

Rides Rent 


£  337.50
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Uncleared cheques:

100772   Finchampstead C of  E Building Fund
£7500.00

100783   British Red Cross donation


£  200.00

100785   Royal British Legion donation

£  300.00

100788   Westmead donation



£  250.00

100790  Thames Valley Playground Assoc.

£  200.00

100791  Thames Valley Air Paramedics

£1000.00

100794  Finch and Barkham Support in

Sickness – donation




£  250.00

100795  SPISE subscription



£    50.00
Total:






£9750.00

Cheques for approval:
The Clerk’s salary




£  776.09
Clerk’s travel





£    78.91

Petty cash





£    42.57

Mr R Long – Litter Contractor


£  260.53

Mrs V Walker – cover of Parish Office etc. in

The Clerk’s absence




£    70.30

Finchampstead Parish Magazine – printing 

 of Parish Newsletter




£  276.77

Villages Youth Project (Min No.299/2003)

£2500.00

BT – Parish office phone and fax


£  67.46  (VAT - £10.04)

WDC – skip charges 




£  377.00

Viking Direct – stationary orders


£  284.76 (VAT - £36.75)

Rides CA – field maintenance


£1550.68

WDC – Delivery of Parish Newsletter

£  175.00

J and J Coles Minibuses Ltd – Thursday bus

£  223.50

JDB Contractors Ltd – grass cutting at War 

Memorial





£  32.90 (VAT - £4.90)

Wokingham and District Salvation Army –

 donation (Min No.302/2003)



£  100.00

6th Finchampstead Brownies (Min No.302/2003)
£  200.00
3rd Finchampstead Girl Guides(Min No.302/2003)
£    57.00

Community Council for Berks – subs


£  125.00

Finchampstead Sports Club – litter in skip

£  29.05 (VAT - £4.33)

Mr J Alexander – Footpath Warden fuel claim
£  10.99 (VAT - £1.63)
Total:






£7238.51
Cllr Cox confirmed that the Rides Association had a further £1200 approx. to spend from the budget for field maintenance this financial year. Payment of the cheques listed was APPROVED. The Parish Council accepted the minutes of the meeting of  the Finance Committee on 21 October 2003.  The precept meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 January 2004.
AMENITIES

No meeting to report.  Cllr Markham reported that the new Jubilee Tree had been ordered and a carol service to mark its planting is being considered. The creation of the Parish Website is on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting.  Cllr Milne has already done a lot of the work towards this.  The Committee next meet on 11 November 2003. 
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FOOTPATHS

No meeting to report.  Cllr Veitch commented that work had been started along BW 34 Blackwater River, but it had been carried out further away from the end of the path than expected. The Committee next meet on 9 December 2003.

ROADS AND ROAD SAFETY

No meeting to report.  Cllr Cundy reported that work had been carried out to footways in the Parish at: Rectory Hill, along Finchampstead Road by the Doctors Surgery and in Pine Drive.  An E Mail has been received from Kate Fuller WDC in response to the Parish Council’s enquiries about the proposed new VAS system. Bracknell Forest Borough Council are reinstating their system so this cannot be used by Wokingham District Council.  Kate Fuller WDC has also reported that there has been a problem with funding short term work under the Safer Routes to School Scheme in the area although some money has now been put into the budget. A new officer is being appointed for Safer Routes to School and Cllr Cundy will attend the next meeting of the Highways Board in order to find out more information.  The Committee next meet on 10 December 2003.
RIDES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Cllr Mrs Vass reported that there has been a financial problem between the Association and the Club at the Rides involving the surveillance cameras but this is due to be resolved.  Accounts are due to be presented at the AGM on 17 November 2003. The club is optimistically starting a new accounting year with a new steward.  The Association has however lost a regular booking since the playgroup has folded.  The football teams have had problems with glass found on the pitch.  Nine girl league teams now play at the Rides and two potential female managers have been found.
FPMC

Cllr Markham reported on the Management Committee meeting on 10 September.  The Sports Club now has 100 ladies playing netball on a regular basis.  There are three Saturday football teams and 9 boy teams.  There has been turfing problems on the field and some damage was sustained at the play area.  A surveyor is being contacted to investigate cracks in the outside kitchen walls and the Parish Office. A letter has been received from the Parish Council’s solicitors enclosing a renewal lease between the Parish Council and the Sports Club for signature.  This lease is on similar terms to the previous document and it was AGREED unanimously that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman could sign the same on behalf of the Parish Council. 
VILLAGES YOUTH PROJECT

Mark Beach had sent a written report of recent activities and this was read out and noted.

CPRE

Cllr Dewhurst reported on the AGM held on 22 October 2003 which voiced concern over the number of houses proposed for Spencers Wood/Three Mile Cross owing to a ruling that the area is urban.  Traffic Issues and the impact of traffic in certain areas was discussed and there is a meeting of the Transport Campaign Group of Berkshire on 5 November.
FUEL ALLOTMENT

Cllr Chapman requested suggestions for more candidates to receive the Parish Council’s fuel allotment this winter.  
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POLICE LIAISON

Cllrs Mrs Newcombe and Weeks attended the meeting on 8 October 2003 which had also been attended by around 40 people.  The Area Commander, Lindsey Finch and local policeman, Martin Piper addressed the meeting on the subject of young offenders. There is an 80% increase in violent crmies and reported assaults (including in schools) in the area which has now been split into two and Finchampstead is now covered by the new Wokingham Police station manned between the hours of 8.00am and 12 noon.  Discussion also took place on security under the Safer Homes Initiative.
The Empty Car Campaign is being advertised around the area.
The meeting then closed at 10.10pm for discussion with Mr Beach from Villages Youth and re-opened at 10.15pm.


312/2003. CORRESPONDENCE

Response from District Cllr Tim Charlesworth to Clerk’s E Mail relating to the Parish Facility meeting.

WDC – notification of road works in the Parish – footway between 236 and 244a Nine Mile Ride from 27 October to 14 November.  Cable work at California cross roads on 5 November.
WDC Countryside Service – comment on the use of the paddling pool at California Country Park this summer and breakdown of costs amounting to £11,535 (increase due to re-painting).  Referred to Amenities Committee.
WDC Countryside Service – request for support for further developments at California Country Park and District Cllr Mrs Long’s comments on these further developments.  Referred to the Amenities Committee with a recommendation that the project is supported.
E Mail from local resident commenting on the loss of the 193 bus service.

E Mail from local resident in comment of the Parish Newsletter and road issues.  Referred to the Roads Committee.
WDC – New Wokingham Road and Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham Without (40MPH and 50MPH Speed Limits Order 2003.  Referred to the Roads Committee.  Cllr Cox reported that the implementation of the speed limit to 50MPH along the A321 Sandhurst Road is due to take place in January 2004.
WDC – Transport Information Notice Boards.  Further consideration to install a board at California crossroads.  Agreed to support this and suggest that details of the Parish Council’s Thursday bus for the elderly is included.
WDC – request for items for the next District/Parish Conference on 21 January 2003.

Finchampstead Park Management Committee Agenda for meeting on 10 November 2 003 – copy of Clerk’s letter voicing concern over current structural state of the Parish Office.

E Mail from local resident suggesting that the next Newsletter gives Councillors’ E Mail addresses.  This was not agreed upon and it was suggested that in the future, Councillors may be contacted by E Mail via the Parish Council’s website.
Bond Pearce solicitors – Licence Transfer re: Blubeckers at the Tally Ho, Fleet Hill.

CPRE – newspaper and magazine Autumn 2003.
Invitations to meetings:
Wokingham and District Voluntary Sector Forum – Conference Thursday 13 November 2003, 12.30 – 5.00pm, Woodley Baptist Church.
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Wokingham Area Access Group – AGM on Thursday 20 November 2003, 7.00pm WDC offices.  Cllr Chapman plans to attend.
Open Evening for Wokingham Arts Council on Tuesday 25 November 2003 at 7.00pm at WDC offices.

MICE Information Centre – EGM at 5.00pm on Tuesday 25 November 2003 at Resource Centre, Warbler Drive, Earley.

WDC – Autumn News Paper circulated to households.

WDC Bulletin – October 2003.

WDC  - various agendas and minutes.

Letters of Thanks so far received for donations from the Parish Council:

Gorse Ride Infant School

Gorse Ride Junior School

Nine Mile Ride Primary School

Finchampstead C of E School

Finchampstead C of E School Building Fund

Finchampstead and Barkham Relief in Sickness Fund

Westmead Day Centre

Wokingham Volunteer Centre

Thames Valley Adventure Playground Association

NSPCC

Homestart – Wokingham District
Wokingham and District CAB

Crowthorne Choral Society

Thames Valley Air Ambulance Trust

Relate

Berks County Blind Society

SSAFA

313/2003. COUNCILLORS FORUM

Firework Legislation

Cllr Vile put forward a proposal that the Parish Council writes to Central Government in support of forthcoming legislation to control the sale and use of fireworks. After short discussion it was agreed that this was not appropriate.

Recycling of Minutes

Cllr Cundy enquired if it is in order to recycle copies of old minutes.  Since the minutes are public documents, it was agreed that this would not be a problem.

Postbox on Lower Sandhurst Road

Cllr Veitch reported that this box had recently been damaged by a car.

Remembrance Sunday

Cllr Mrs Driver reminded members of the Remembrance Sunday service to be held at 3.00pm on 9 November 2003, at the war memorial.

314/2003. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 4 December 2003 at 7.30pm in the Finchampstead Memorial Hall.  Cllr Mrs Driver invited members and partners to attend for the Christmas celebration at the end of the meeting.

The meeting closed at 10.43pm.
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