FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON Thursday 22nd November 2007 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs Newcombe – Chairman


Cllr Mrs Driver,  Mr R Black,

 Mr W Chapman, Mr R Cundy, Mr A Pearce, Cllr Mr G Veitch


S Weeks


Mrs H Thwaites WBC


Mrs A Kent – Assistant Clerk

424/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

Cllr Mrs Hughes
425/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of 31st October 2007 were signed as a true record of the meeting.
426/2007 - MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

381/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Thames Basin Heath

The proximity of new development allowed to the SPA is now 5 kilometres linear.
318/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – New Mill Restaurant
No planning application received yet, remove from minutes.
318/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS
WBC - Lambda Cottage – This matter was raised at October Main Council meeting, and it was agreed to draft a letter to WBC, expressing FPC’s disappointment. Mrs Thwaites replied that the matter is not closed and a Team Leader would be looking at this issue.  Cllr Weeks has been asked to monitor progress.  A update from Mrs Thwaites is at Appendix A.
318/2007 Correspondence and other matters – Inchcape Ford A/2007/1447

Action – Ass Clerk wrote to WBC reference Inchcape sign, which has not been replaced yet. Mr J Steepe is the enforcement officer who will be investigating the situation email (as at 20th Nov).
385/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

Local Area Agreement – Template for proposed LAA priorities.  This was discussed and priorities agreed were 1. Care services for the elderly.  There has been a reduction in care services, and this needs to be addressed. 2. Affordable housing, 3 Library facility for the Finchampstead area. – Form submitted on Nov 5th.
385/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

It was recommended that a projector and screen should be bought for a cost of approximately £600 for viewing planning applications, which would also be beneficial at other council meetings including the annual gathering. November’s council meeting approved this.  Cllr Black will bring his projector to December meeting.
427/2007 - CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS/

As at Appendix A.  

428/2007 - DECISIONS

Decisions were reported as at Appendix B
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429/2007 – APPEALS  - 
New Appeal – F/2007/1903/ 50 Nine Mile Ride
Proposed erection of replacement dwelling. FPC had no objections to this application. Comments  by December 10th .No action.
430/2007 – TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

TPO No 99/1976 White Cottage, Church Lane,
Consent to following work being carried out. T4 – Ash – selectively prune by reducing crown back to original pollard points.

TPO No 674/1994 28 Booth Drive

Consent  refused to the following work being carried out. T32 – English Oak – reduce crown by 20%.
431/2007 STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING –
The Jays, Tintagel Rd, becomes Garva.
432/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

1. WBC Planning Committee Agenda –  7th Nov 07 . Noted
2. WBC Planning Applications Lists . Noted

3. Letter from Nationwide planning and legal services. Withdrawal of planning application F/2007/2328. Noted
4. Email from Mr Todd Eversley PC re  CEMEX application. Noted
5. Letter from Audley Planning Associates re Proposed detached dwelling at the Rides Community Centre Gorse Ride North. Noted
6. Application number  O/2006/8357 61-67 Kiln Ride – The appeal has been withdrawn. Noted
7. Notification of application for new premises licence – Gorse Ride Jnr School. Noted
8. Email confirming extension to allow further comments on application MIN/2007/2622 Cemex,  to 13th Dec 07 – noted.  The open meeting on CEMEX will be held on 10th December in the Memorial Hall, and the public should be encouraged to attend. CEMEX application will be put on December’s agenda.
433/2007 DATES OF NEXT MEETING – 

Next meeting is on 12th December  2007 at 8pm California Ratepayers Hall.  The meeting closed at 9.24pm
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Appendix A

Heater Thwaites, WBC – notes on her response to FPC concerns
Backland Development

Usually building in rear gardens is refused on grounds of TBH and countryside.  The new residential design guide will set out distances separating buildings and overlooking, and new builds will need to meet guidelines.  The design guide will put emphasis on looking at the character of the area.  The guide will be put on WBC website, and discs may be made available. Section 106 payment is collected from all developments regardless of size.
The reason why the Kiln Ride development was allowed on appeal, may have been defined by the core strategy.

TBH

The plan is in its consultation phase. The distance has been changed to 5k linear. Gorrick Woods site has been submitted, and could be a SPA in its own right.

Planning Enforcement
There have been difficulties in providing a good service, recruitment has been an issue and previously the enforcement team were not an integral part of planning. From Jan 08 there will be 3 enforcement leaders.
The Lambda Cottage issue is being pursued through the legal department.
Staffing

There are still vacancies for Senior Planning Officers, all enforcement posts have been filled.

Improving Working Relations

When staffing issues has been resolved, regular seminars may be introduced.  These will be events around certain topics ie design guide, enforcement. Parish Councils should to be informed of the requirements WBC receive from Government.  It was suggested that Mrs Thwaites be invited back in Nov 08.
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