


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ROADS AND ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 28th JUNE 2005 AT 7.30 PM AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr S Weeks, Chairman, Cllr I Milne, Vice Chairman


Cllrs Mrs Driver, G Veitch, W Chapman, O A Vile,



Cllr Mrs Sach (arrived 7.40pm)

The Clerk – Mrs Jane Holloway



Members of the public
213/2005 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

all present.
214/2005 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 26TH APRIL 2005

Amended to read 28th June as next meeting date. 

Signed as a true record
215/2005 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No. 130/2005 – Road Accident Statistics

Cllr Weeks reported that there is some difficulty in easily obtaining the data and WDC have invited committee members to visit Shute End to access exactly what is required from the databases.  A mutual date will be agreed to visit.
Min No. 130/2005 – VAS signs

It has been agreed with WDC that installation of VAS signs on Fleet Hill is too expensive.  The sensitivity of the other signs in the parish are automatically set at 33 mph and not easily altered.  It was AGREED that the effect of the signs was declining as motorists get accustomed to them and continue to speed.
Min No: 130/2005 – Disabled Barrier at California Crossroads
The Clerk has reported this to Dave Halley and will progress matters with him.  It was AGREED that a deadline should be set for reparation and suggested as 8th July.  Cllr Weeks will speak to the department at WDC.
Min No: 130/2005 – Safer Routes to Schools – C of E Primary School, The Village, Finchampstead
The WDC proposals (letter in correspondence) have been published.  One resident close to the school objects to the proposed bus stop outside her home.  An order on restricted parking hours is to be imposed outside the school and on the corners of the approach roads to encourage parking in other locations – the Greyhound pub and the Memorial car parks are available and are only a short walk away.  
Min 130/2005 – Manhole Covers 
During his recent visit, Ken Lambert confirmed that all the manhole covers are the responsibility of the Water Company and although he has written to them several times, no action has been forthcoming.  Cllr Veitch has details of the relevant email address of the water company which promises a response time of seven days.  The Clerk will email to progress the matter.
Min No: 130/2005 –Road Allocation – 
Cllr Weeks will distribute the revised maps at the end of the meeting. 
Min No: `130/2005 – Road Safety Projects
Now forms part of the Five Year Plan.
Min No: 130/2005 – California Crossroads
WDC have recently carried out a traffic survey at the site and the committee will study the results when available.
Min No: 130/2005 – 30 mph sign, The Village
Still waiting for costs from WDC
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Min No: 130/2005 – Ken Lambert Site Visit
This is an ongoing issue and will be carried forward to the next meeting.
Min No: 130/2005 – Averys Road Car Park 

It has been noted that the recently appointed Police Community Support Officer has been monitoring parking.
Min No: 134/2005 - S106 monies 

This item will be carried forward to the next meeting.
There being several members of the public present, Cllr Weeks requested them to address the committee prior to the main Agenda business.

Some residents are concerned about the amount of cars parked by patrons of the Queen’s Oak public house and wished to draw the parish council’s attention to the problem.  The access roads are country lanes and very narrow at some points and due to some inconsiderate parking the residents have difficulties in entering and leaving their homes and in carrying out their own lawful businesses.  Due to the lack of space, emergency and delivery vehicles would also experience difficulty in reaching their destinations.

The pub car park has only 18 or so spaces, quite a few of which are used by the staff, leaving few available for public parking.  The church car park close by is also used but the church are not in favour of making this generally available as it is in constant use for church activities.  

The residents have reported instances to the police and to the landlady but no resolution has so far been agreed.  It was AGREED that Cllr Weeks should initially speak to the landlady to ask her views on the matter and he will report back to the council as soon as possible.

Other residents from Wellingtonia Avenue being present wanted to make their views known on the instances of speeding traffic along the road, some being well in excess of 70 mph.  The committee have already identified this as a problem to be addressed in the 5 Year Plan with the aim of initially reducing the speed from the current 60mph to 50mph.  WDC policy is to have evidence of 75% residents support of such an action and this forms part of an item on the evening’s Agenda.

Cllr Weeks also suggested getting the SID device from WDC so that proper data on speeds can be gathered.

216/2005 ROAD MONITORING REPORT
Most of the items on the list are currently being actioned by Ken Lambert.

217/2005 ROAD TRAFFIC INCIDENT REPORT
Other than the damaged abandoned vehicle on Cllr Cox’s drive no other accidents have been noted.
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218/2005 PROPOSED SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION PETITIONS

Cllr Weeks and Cllr Milne have discussed the instigation of petitions to reduce speeds in the previously identified trouble spots – Fleet Hill; Jubilee Hill; Wellingtonia Avenue, The Ridges, Finchampstead Road and Sandhurst Road.  Cllr Milne has prepared data and identified people to act as ‘Leaders’ in each location to gather signatures for a petition to achieve the aim of having an eventual maximum speed limit of 40mph throughout the parish.  Roads with lower limits than this would remain.  The Committee agreed that the wording of the petition must be carefully drawn up.
219/2005 FIVE YEAR PLAN
The re-drafed plan was distributed prior to the meeting and amendments discussed.  It was AGREED to add in provision for ‘Horse Warning’ signs particularly where bridleways cross roads.  Cllr Cox will prepare a draft for his proposal to include the parish comments on improvements to the general infrastructure and how this affects the area.  Cllr Milne’s points will also be added and Cllr Weeks will re-draft for approval.
220/2005 CORRESPONDENCE AND FORUM
WDC – Highways Consultative Board – 6th June 2005 – attended by Cllr Milne – nothing of note to report
WDC – B3348 – Stopping & Waiting Order 2005 – discussed above
S&S Electricity – Unmetered Supply Certificate – noted – Cllr Mrs Driver requested a list of the lamp posts and the Clerk will email a copy from the Asset Register.
Cllr Mrs Driver pointed out that there is now an excess of ‘road furniture’ and road users are becoming used and ignore most of the signs.  Some are still in situ despite no longer required – ‘new traffic signal’ and ‘new speed limit’ signs in Barkham Ride.  The Clerk will write to WDC to request their removal.
Cllr Cox suggested that double white lines are heeded more and could prove to be a more effective way in reducing speeding.  Cllr Weeks informed the committee that Ken Lambert has agreed to put in single white lines on either side of the road along Jubilee Hill.
Cllr Vile reported a knocked down Water Company measuring device in Wellingtonia Avenue – the Clerk will report the matter and ask for it to be repaired/replaced/relocated.  
Cllr Vile reported that the road side barrier (opposite the seats south of the Memorial) was never replaced after the road reconstruction and the Clerk will write to WDC to request action.
It was AGREED that the Roads and Road Safety Budget would be discussed at the next meeting.

Cllr Weeks reported on three items

1. Eversley Street is to be closed for 3 months from 25th July 2005.

2. WDC Draft Transport Plan highlights that out of the six worst traffic queues in the district, the second is on the Finchampstead Road into Wokingham and is caused by the traffic from Molly Millar’s lane turning right.

3. The sign for Wick Hill Lane appears to have been put in the wrong place but there are several roads with similar names and this will need to be clarified.
221/2005 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

13th September 2005, 7.30 pm at California Ratepayers Hall 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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