


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ROADS AND ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2004 AT 8.00PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy (Chairman)



Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, 



O A Vile, S Weeks



The Clerk – Mrs C Cole



The new Clerk - Mrs Jane Holloway

70/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr I Milne had given apologies for coming late to the meeting and arrived at 8.25pm.

71/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of this Committee held on 10 December 2003 were signed as a true record.

72/2004. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No.362/2003 – Post Box on Fleet Hill

It was reported that a notice had been placed on the box indicating that it was no longer in use although the box has not been sealed.  The Clerk to write to Royal Mail to ask why the box is not sealed and what are the stated “Health and Safety reasons” for not using the box.

Min No.362/2003 – A321 Sandhurst Rd, Speed Repeater Signs

Cllr Cox reported that 9 repeater signs had been installed but were only single sided.  The Parish Council has not to date, been charged for these signs.

Min No.362/2003 – War Memorial junction
It was reported that new Give Way signs have been installed and red stripe markings painted on the road to slow traffic down.

Min No.362/2003 – Road Accident Statistics

Still no response from Kate Fuller, WDC. Cllr Cundy will telephone her to discuss.

Min No.362/2003 – Dirty Road Signs

The Litter Warden has given a report on the state of road signs so far identified in the south of the Parish.  It was agreed to pass this information on to the District Council possibly identifying each sign by a number on the back.  The Litter Warden is not insured to use a ladder without assistance and cannot therefore reach some of the signs.  It was agreed to purchase an extension mop to assist him.  The Clerk to thank Mr Long for his report.

Min No.362/2003 – SIDs and VASs

Two VASs have been installed at the Kiln Ride/Nine Mile Ride junction.  Only four have been installed in the District so far.  It is not expected that this equipment will remain permanently on this site.  Mr M Moon,WDC has enquired about the funding that the Parish Council has available for VAS systems in the Parish.  It was agreed that the Clerk replies, pointing out that the Parish Council would like to see VAS 
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systems on dangerous road in the Parish ie: Reading Road, Nine Mile Ride and the 
Sandhurst Road and would offer to make some sort of financial contribution to achieve this. The Clerk to also ask for clarification on the permanency of the VAS systems.

Min No.362/2003 – Speed Restrictions

Cllr Milne reported his attendance at the District Council’s Highways Board meeting earlier in the evening, which had resolved to reduce the speed limit down to 40MPH from Warren Lane to Park Lane along the Nine Mile Ride and along Park lane to the Hogwood Estate entrance.  This will include hatching on the road and will be carried out in the new financial year.

Min No.362/2003 – Highway Designs Document

Not yet received.  Cllr Cundy to press the Distrist Council.

Min No.362/2003 – Hogwood Industrial Estate Signs at Wellingtonia roundabout

The District Council has now responded accepting the administration costs as a good will gesture, albeit that this will postpone the work until the new financial year.  It was agreed that the Clerk writes to accept this situation but request that the signs are installed as soon as possible into the financial year. 
Min No.362/2003 – Tintagel Farm, Sandhurst Road

The planning application has been dismissed on appeal so there will be no S.106 agreement.

Min No.365/2003 – 30MPH backing boards, Longwater Road

The Clerk has yet to request backing boards.

Min No.365/2003 – Salt bin at California cross roads

It was confirmed that this has been replaced.

73/2004. RISK ASSESSMENT RECOMMENDATION FOR THE ROADS COMMITTEE TO MONITOR AND DEAL WITH THE STATE OF THE PARISH COUNCIL’S BUS SHELTERS

It was AGREED that the Committee would take on the responsibility of the two bus shelters at California Ratepayers Hall and on Barkham Ride, although members felt that shelter cleaning should be carried out by the District Council.  It was reported that public consultation is being carried out for the intstallation of a new shelter opposite the Parish Council’s shelter on Barkham Ride, which will be the responsibility of the District Council.

74/2004. UPDATE ON ROAD MONITORING

 Cllr Chapman – the Water Board manhole cover on the Nine Mile Ride near California cross roads is still unstable.  The District Council has not accepted the Parish Council’s concerns regarding the narrowness of Commonfield Lane and Lower Sandhurst Road caused by clearing out of ditches.  The Clerk was asked to write and reinforce these concerns pointing out the hazard to cyclists and motorists alike.
It was agreed that a larger 30MPH sign was needed on the Nine Mile Ride off the Kingsmere cross roads junction.

Cllr Cox – is not confident that the District Council are monitoring the trees overhanging the Sandhurst Road since he has not been approached as a local landowner, but is monitoring the situation himself.  The Clerk was asked to ensure that the police are aware of mud on this road from the lorries off loading at Woodcray 
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Manor Golf Course.  Cllr Cox made reference to the budget to be spent on road improvements and suggested payment of two street lights on the bends of Spring Gardens.  It was agreed that the local residents should be consulted (Cllr Cundy and the Clerk to arrange) about this proposal.
Cllr Weeks – reported that he had E Mailed the District Council on a number of defective road signs and all had been attended to.  Reported pot holes were also rectified within a day.

Cllr Milne – enquired about a District Council re-surfacing programme.  This is produced every couple of years indicating a 20 year programme of work in its budget.  It was agreed that Finchampstead had benefited well from this programme over the last few years, particularly with pavement restoration.

Cllr Vile – referred to the bad state of the road surface along Kiln Ride.  The Clerk to check with the District Council that this road is on the current re-surfacing programme. The drains along Wellingtonia Avenue are once gain blocked with pine needles – to be placed on the Schedule on Appendix A.  It had been noted that grips had been dug out of the road side for drainage purposes, near Wellingtonia roundabout.  Cllr Vile raised concern about the four bollards by the roundabout at the Barkham Ride/Finchampstead Road junction.  After discussion it was agreed to ask the Litter Warden to clean the same.  The Litter Warden to be asked also to clean the “Kill Your Speed” sign along the Ridges, past Dell Road.
Cllr Cundy – requested that the Clerk writes particularly about the current pot holes on the cross over of roads along Longwater Lane.

Road Allocation for road monitoring – after discussion the current allocation was confirmed and it was agreed that this would be reviewed on the creation of the new committee after the elections.

75/2004. CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

Various letters had been received from the District Council in response to the Clerk’s recent enquiries and copies had been circulated to Committee members, the content of which was discussed earlier.

Red Road Markings

It was agreed that the Clerk writes to the District Council to enquire about their policy on red road marking around the District.

76/2004. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 10 May 2004 at 8.00pm in the California Ratepayers Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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