


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER 2005 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllrs W Chapman, Chairman

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, J Dewhurst, G Markham, R Cundy



Mark Morris, WDC.

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

410/2005. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs G Veitch, John Alexander, Footpath Warden, 

411/2005. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 20TH September 2005 were signed as a true record.  

412/2005. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 304/2005 – Proposed Bridleway (26) from Spring Gardens, up Wick Hill

Catherine Woodward, Legal Dept, WDC, has advised the Clerk that due to pressure of work (RUPPS), she and Rebecca Walkley have been unable to complete their report.  Their apologies have been noted.  This item will be carried forward to the next meeting.

Min No: 304/2005 – Primrose Cottage hedging – Footpath 8

Cllr Chapman advised that the owner has extended the hedge along his boundary with the path and this will probably aggravate the current problem if the whole hedge is not properly maintained and pruned.  Mark Morris is aware of this and will continue to monitor the situation.

Min 304/2005 – Drift Lane to Ambarrow Lane
Mark Morris confirmed that the current Ordnance Survey map shows this as a Footpath.  It is noted that half of the path is under the jurisdiction of the Sandhurst Town Council and that it is quite narrow in parts and badly eroded in some places. 
Min 304/2005 – Footpath Map

The Clerk reported that there are no further copies in the office.  Mark Morris will ask his office if more colour photocopies are available, though this is subject to copyright.

Min 305/2005 – FP17A & 49 – Blackwater Valley Partnership

In the absence of Cllr Weeks, the matter of responsibility for maintenance of these paths will be carried forward.

Min No.306/2005 – Bridleway 34 Extension

The Clerk received an email from Chris Buggy who advises that WDC is currently assessing the PROW (Public Rights of Way) Network.  His colleague, Emma Tweed, is compiling the ROWIP (Rights of Way Improvement Plan) and will be sending the parish council a questionnaire in January. 

Mark Morris’ OS map still shows the incorrect path of the bridleway but it was agreed not to write to the Ordnance Survey until the completion of the ROWIP.

-143-
Min 307/2005 – RUPPS

This matter was reported at MC on 1st December 2005.

413/2005 – 2006-2007 PRECEPT

The budget for the current year is £4000.00 and expenditure so far is £1438 - the committee expect to spend a further sum of £1K on the warden, purchasing an extendable strimmer, regular maintenance of equipment, scalpings for paths, printing further copies of the map etc.  Mark Morris recommends the STIHL make as used by WDC.

It was AGREED that the committee will purchase benches to be sited at suitable sites for walkers.

The 06-07 Budget was discussed fully and the committee agreed that the warden does an excellent job maintaining the footpath system, which is appreciated by all users.  His remuneration is proposed to rise on 1st April 2006 to £2000 p.a., payable in 4 quarterly payments of £500.00 – AGREED.

A further £1K for equipment purchase and maintenance and £1K for replacement gates, benches etc. 

The 06-07 budget will therefore be set at the same level of £4000.00

414/2005 – FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT 

In the absence of John Alexander, Cllr Chapman reported that the equipment will be sent for maintenance during the winter period.  

415/2005 – CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

Cllr Cundy left the meeting at 8.55pm

There is no correspondence to report.

Footpath 16  - Mark Morris advised that a householder reported encroachment onto the path by a neighbouring property.  Investigations have shown this to be minimal and WDC will not be taking any action.  Cllr Chapman will ask Cllr Weeks to accompany him on a site visit.

Footpath 6 – Cllr Markham reported low growing branches – Cllr Chapman will advise the warden.

Footpath 6 & 5 – the junction of these paths is unsightly, especially since the fire in the neighbouring outbuildings.  Cllr Chapman and Mark Morris will investigate and report back to the next meeting.

416/2005. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

8.00pm, 21st February 2006 California Ratepayers Hall 

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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