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You can find the latest information on local cases and statistics on 
the Covid-19 dashboard at www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk  

You can also find information at www.wokingham.gov.uk  

 

 

The Wokingham Borough Community Response 
continues to offer help to those who need it,  
particularly our most vulnerable residents.  

From support with unemployment and debt, to help 
to get your groceries or to have someone  
to talk to, the team can offer a range of support,  
depending on your needs.  

Visit the One Front Door website for more  
information www.citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk  

or telephone 0808 278 7958 

 

 

The vaccine support team are on hand if you need 
help registering for your vaccine, booking online, 
or finding out where the nearest vaccine clinic is.  

They’re based at our mobile Covid-19 test sites, 
which you’ll find at  

• Shute End Civic Offices, Wokingham 

• Waitrose car park, Twyford 

• Asda car park, Lower Earley 

• Woodley Town Centre 

Please do pop-up along for a friendly chat and 
help with getting your vaccine  Opening hours  
for these sites can be found at 

https://cutt.ly/rQlgVr5 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcutt.ly%2FrQlgVr5%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1M4_Yo54LP-DwbdxBwN--TQgmn5dwTh_cV_gNifOu1NYBMLk30rB-Z2l0&h=AT0iCuWCFXifjYME3Hm33qamHGrHse5Z96GWQ_AEbWvFYA5Ued5pLzz1l9q_uG52Tbg7q2Z57aLNI2wlA7r2pyt7GIkZifClZoJd8k_JXmSLut-OSjhuO2hwE
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YEAH!! OUR TENNIS COURTS ARE OPEN FOR PAY & PLAY!!!! 
 
Finchampstead Park Management Committee is pleased to announce that its Tennis courts at 
the Memorial Park are now open on a Pay and Play basis. 
 

Tennis court refurbishment work was completed on 1
st
 July and the courts were open on Turn 

Up and Play for Free for the last week of Wimbledon as a special thank you to our wonderful  
local community who have supported this project. 
 

TENNIS COURT BOOKINGS and Payment now are now ONLINE at 
 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/finchampsteadpark.  
 
We look forward to you enjoying our refurbished courts. Booking charge is £5 per court per hour. 
 

This whole project cost £20k. 
 

Our community has really supported the tennis court refurbishment. 

 
 
They have bought strawberries from our stall in the Park   
• The strawberries came from our very local Manor Farm (EU Plants) and we received 50p  

towards our refurbishment for every punnet we sold. 
• We ran this from11th May to 16th July - when the stall closed 5240 punnets had been sold. 
• A big well done to the 4 volunteers who ran it -  Bev, Jane, Kate and Lorretta who manned 

the stall and to Mike for collecting the strawberries. 
 

You can still get your soft fruit fix at  EU plants farm gate (on the corner of Dell Road and  
Lower Sandhurst Road) on Wednesday 4-6pm and Saturday 2-6pm 

 
Many thanks to EU Plants for supporting us in this fundraising project.  
 
Our community has also supported us by donating to our "Justgiving" page which has 
raised over £1500 !! 
  

Thank you all so very much. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/finchampsteadpark
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Planning matters  

The Parish Council’s Planning Committee considered 21 applications at its  
meeting on 19 July.  The Committee has delegated authority to comment  
on applications on behalf of the Parish Council, and its comments on the  
applications considered at the meeting have now been submitted to  
Wokingham Borough Council (WBC).  WBC is the Planning Authority which 
determines planning applications, taking into account comments from the 
Parish Council, residents and other parties.  

• One of the applications considered was an application for change of use of land to allow the 
stationing of 8 mobile homes on land at 31 Barkham Ride.  Objections have been submitted 
to WBC.  

• The Committee held a separate meeting to consider an outline application relating to land 
west of Wokingham Road and east of Lower Church Road, Sandhurst.  The proposals       
include the erection of up to 150 dwellings, new access off Wokingham Road, Sandhurst and 
the provision of public open space, related infrastructure and a car park. The development 
site abuts Finchampstead Parish which is why we were able to comment. Objections have 
been submitted to Bracknell Forest Council, as they were for previous development at this 
location.  

Parish Council grants 

The Council allocates a budget each year to enable it to provide grants and donations to local 
organisations providing valuable support, services or facilities to our residents.   
 
Some grants have already been awarded this year and the additional applications received to 
date will be considered by the Council in October.  There is still time for local organisations to 
apply - the application form and conditions can be found on our website at  
  
                                www.finchampstead-pc.gov.uk/finance/grants 

If you would like to discuss whether your project would be eligible, or for advice on your  
application, please contact us at clerk@finchampstead-pc.gov.uk  

 
                               Friendship Month 1 September - 3 October 

The Friendship Alliance is a project brought together by The Link Visiting 
Scheme, Age UK Berkshire, Involve Community Services and the Wokingham 
Volunteer Centre to tackle loneliness, promote friendship and improve the  
mental and  physical wellbeing of residents in Wokingham borough. 

The Aims of Friendship month are:  

• To celebrate friendship and create opportunities for people to make friends 

• To raise awareness of the impact of loneliness and isolation 

• To promote the resources, groups and services available for Wokingham residents 

• To create meaningful connections between people and with their community  

www.linkvisiting.org/friendship-alliance 

https://www.linkvisiting.org/
https://www.linkvisiting.org/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/berkshire/
https://involve.community/
https://wokinghamvolunteercentre.org.uk/
https://wokinghamvolunteercentre.org.uk/
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Simon’s Wood Centenary Trail 

The ‘Friends of the Ridges’ have been busy making improvements to the Simon’s Wood  
Centenary Trail, installing boardwalks supported by grant aid from the Parish Council. 

The Centenary Trail was commissioned to celebrate 100 years of The Ridges being purchased 
by public subscription and donated to the National Trust.  The aim of the Trail is to be stimulating 
and to set out Simon’s Wood in the best light, providing a walk accessible to a wide range of   
visitors and including woodlands, heathlands and natural ponds.  

Simon’s Wood and Heath Pond are real favourites for local  
people: the peaceful natural environment is valued and enjoyed 
by families, regular and occasional walkers, many with pets.  

The muddy and uneven terrain in the western area led to walkers 
seeking drier pathways around the muddy areas creating wide 
and boggy zones, and damaging the natural woodland. Some of 
the natural water flows had become blocked and the existing 
boardwalks were rotten or damaged.  

The Friends of the Ridges developed a plan to install new   
boardwalks to create improved and safer access to this part of 
the Trail, together with work to clear two Ephemeral or Ghost 
Ponds which had become overgrown and unhealthy.  These 
ponds become flooded in rainy times, and at other times of the 
year provide a valuable wetland habitat.  All of the plans were  
approved by the National Trust. 

 

 

 

  

The new boardwalks are now in   
place, creating safe access for  
walkers and at the same time  
preventing encroachment into the  
natural woodland and damage to  
the plants within it.  

 
The Ghost Ponds have been cleared and the area 
opened up by clearing selected trees, and                
Rhododendron ponticum, creating glades and  
allowing ferns, grasses, lichens, mosses and other  
woodland flora to grow and thrive.  
 
Well done and thank you to all the volunteers involved.  

                www.finchridges.co.uk 

https://www.finchridges.co.uk/
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MyJourney summer holiday round-up 
 
MyJourney, Wokingham borough’s sustainable travel hub, has 
got a range of activities running over the summer. Find out more 
at https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/ 

 

• Picture trail around California Country Park - 30 July to 30 August 

As part of the Summer Reading Challenge 2021 - Wild World Heroes, My Journey, WBC  
Libraries and the Community Engagement teams invite you to enter their competition. 

Using the map find the posters and identify the Wild World Hero and mark off on the entry 
form when you find them!  There are 10 Wild World Heroes in total to find! 
 
An entry form and map can be found at www.myjourneywokingham.com/events 

• Completed entries should be sent to myjourney@wokingham.gov.uk before the end of  
Sunday, 29th August 2021 to be in with a chance of winning a prize! 

 
 

 

 

Bike Wordsearch at Hazebrouck Meadows, 
Arborfield Green - 1 August to 22 August 

Looking for something to do with the children?  
My Journey along with the Community  
Engagement Team have produced a bike 
wordsearch around Hazebrouck Meadows,  
Waterman's View side, Arborfield Green. 

You need to find the 12 posters located at the 
points marked on the map which will have a  
picture relating to a bike part on them.  Then 
find the answer in the word search sheet and 
mark it off. 

 

All of the information you need about these 
events, including maps, puzzle sheets and  
entry forms can be found at: 

www.myjourneywokingham.com/events 

 

 
 

 Library news 

The Finchampstead Library is now open again!  For more information about facilities  
and services visit www.wokingham.gov.uk/libraries or telephone 0118 908 8176  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MDUuNDQxNjUyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5teWpvdXJuZXl3b2tpbmdoYW0uY29tL2V2ZW50cy8ifQ.02rzpZAsjo1_670F4NfXu6vl1TM9CklvJ12xd8X4fjM/s/147
mailto:myjourney@wokingham.gov.uk
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RAMBLERS AND PARISH COUNCIL COMPLETE STILE-FREE ROUTE 

Finchampstead Parish Council and Loddon Valley Ramblers have worked together to ensure 
that the Blackwater Valley path through the parish is now stile-free.  

Four stiles were replaced with new kissing gates on a short stretch of footpath near Greenacres 
Farm between May and July 2021. These gates were paid for by the Ramblers and the Parish 
Council, and were installed a team of volunteers from Loddon Valley, led by project coordinator 
Ray Sharp. Permission for the replacements was kindly granted by the Greenacres Farm     
landowner, Peter Nice. 

The installations required particular care, as the gates will give access to fields used for horses, 
with electric fences, so that equine and human safety were both paramount in planning their   
locations. 

Following the installation of 2 gates to replace stiles on the same path near Jouldings Lane in 
2019, and the installation of another gate at Fleet Hill Farm in 2020, these latest gates mean that 
the Blackwater Valley path is now stile-free all the way from Swallowfield to Sandhurst. This is a 
major step along the way to converting as many stiles as possible in Wokingham Borough, to the 
benefit of walkers who find stiles problematic. 

Steve Vale, Footpath Officer with Loddon Valley Ramblers said “I was very pleased with the  
cooperation from both the Parish Council and the landowner which ensured that, at long last, we 
have excellent access for all, along a whole stretch of the Blackwater Valley long distance path”. 

David Cornish, Chair of the Council’s Rights of Way Committee said “We were delighted to be 
able to work with the Ramblers and to support this project.  The installation of the new gates has 
made it easier for our residents to take shorter local walks, as well as for those wanting to walk 
longer distances without meeting obstacles on the way.” 

Christine Harvey, Chair of Loddon Valley Ramblers said: “This is another good example of what 
can be achieved working in partnership with local communities, and I am delighted that our 
members were able to work with the Council, and to play a key role in completing this project. 
Special thanks are due to Ray and the installation team.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray and the team following a successful 

morning’s work installing a gate (above).           

Peter Nice, Steve Vale, Sheila Hobbs from Loddon Valley Ramblers, Finchampstead Parish 

Councillor David Cornish, Graham Croucher from Loddon Valley Ramblers, and Ray Sharp on 

site (right).  
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If you are having a clear out, do consider donating your spare 
school uniform.  

The First Days Children’s Charity will re-distribute it to those who 
need it.   

For locations please visit www.firstdays.net/donate 

First Days aims to reduce the effects of poverty on children by 
equipping them with essential items for their early years and at 
school.  Children should be safe, confident and have fun.  

 

Lawnmower disposal 
 
Unwanted or broken lawnmowers should be taken to the            
Recycling Centres: Longshot Lane, Bracknell or Island Road, 
Reading.  Petrol lawnmowers (with an empty petrol tank) can be 
placed in the scrap metal skip for recycling. Push lawn mowers 
are generally made from metal so can be placed in the scrap  
metal skip - if the grass collection bin is made from plastic this 
should be removed and put in the new rigid plastic recycling    
container.  
Electrical mowers should be recycled with other electrical items in 
the dedicated area at the Recycling Centre.  

 
From peelings into power for the home  

Your fruit and veg peelings (and other food waste)  have provided enough energy to power 
1,210 homes for a year since food waste recycling started in 2019.   

More than 11,000 tonnes of food waste have been recycled thanks to Wokingham Borough  
residents. As well as the environmental benefits, this saves the Borough Council - and therefore 
the Council tax payers - money, as it costs the Borough Council £100 a tonne to dispose of food 
waste which is not recycled.   

If you aren't already recycling your food waste it is easy to start.  All you have to do is order your 
free indoor and outdoor food caddies - they will be delivered in a week or so and you can start 
using them.  For details visit  
        www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/food-waste/food-waste-collections/ 

 
Soft plastic recycling at local supermarkets 
If you want to take the next step with your recycling habits – 
soft plastic recycling is the next step. 
 

Supermarkets like Tesco, Asda, Morrisons, Sainsbury's, The Co-op and Waitrose are all offering 
plastic film recycling in some of their stores. This includes items like plastic bags, bread bags,     
breakfast cereal bags, frozen food bags, magazine/newspaper liners, fruit and veg bags and 
bubble wrap. 
You can find your nearest collection point at www.recyclenow.com/what-to-do-with/plastic-film 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstdays.net%2Fdonate%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2iPDGLtVJrSiVSBSmPw-u-aKzABG36uvSx7fftnZgpEWM-2gjswwBhCNQ&h=AT3c6PYp0ub7aUpsjvRpOqJddhdLbevS6aRr8tbY2IArhXdTlBrkItBeh9UOnGul0xT20s-TFIBzn4NS-9NAhLSW9Qwrt55nssCYqL8wqgKSZLPCw
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  Some of our recent activities  

Here are just a few of the things we have been up to over the last month. We have:  

• Held a Main Council meeting, and meetings of the Finance & General Management, Planning 
and the Rights of Way Committees.   

• Continued our roadside speed watch sessions - these restarted in June this year and are 
now taking place weekly with details of vehicles exceeding the speed limit being forwarded to 
the Police.  203 vehicles have been reported to the Police in the 7 sessions since June.  

• Continued using our post mounted speed indicator devices to remind drivers of the speed 
limit. 

• Received more allotment plot applications to add to our waiting list. 

• Closed the consultation on the potential relocation of our War Memorial 
and started to consider the responses. We had a huge response and  
really appreciate the interest shown by our residents.  The consultation 
outcomes will be published in a future newsletter and on our website.  

• Started our annual asset inspections - from bus stops to lamp columns, 
office furniture to benches, and some unusual historic features. 

• Worked with WBC to get cameras installed in one of our fly tipping 
hotspots. 

• Interviewed for and appointed a Deputy Clerk, due to start in September.  

• Attended a photocall with representatives from the Ramblers to mark the installation of four 
kissing gates, two funded by the Parish Council, on Footpath 7 (Reading Road area). 

• Had 1049 new user sessions on our website and 2547 page views.  

• Reached 493 ‘likes’ on our Facebook page.      

 

The Finchampstead Future Group, made up of Parish Councillors and  
local volunteers, continues to work on the  

draft Finchampstead Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
    
 

The office may still be closed but we are still working - so please get in touch if you wish. We are 
now meeting using video conferencing and members of the public are welcome to attend a  

Main Council or Committee meeting - please contact us if you would like to do so.    

FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH OFFICE, FBC CENTRE, GORSE RIDE NORTH, FINCHAMPSTEAD RG40 4ES  

Tel: 0118 908 8164     email: clerk@finchampstead-pc.gov.uk     www.finchampstead-pc.gov.uk 

 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter and other Parish Council information please 

contact us at the address above or follow the link on our website.   


